Inside Spark 



January 2012 

3 From the Captain's Cabin 

4 Cover Story 
6 Academics 

18 Events 

31 House Reports 



40 Student Exchange Programme 
43 CAS 

50 Creative Corner 

58 Adventure Camps, Field Trips 

64 OIS Art Gallery 




70 Language Section 

77 Winners all the Way [sports] 

85 OIS Library Week 

86 Book Review 

87 Steve Jobs 



Editorial 

A thought expressed by many, long after we bid adieu to our alma mater, a memory lingers on... reminiscing on the years 
spent, the structure and the physical attributes of the institution are very often, the first ones to flash back.' This was the 
recurring belief that set us thinking about the cover story for Spark Oakridge international, Newton campus, the ultra modern 
architectural institution is a testimony to the fact that not only did it break away from traditional teaching methodology and 
pioneered a revolution in thefield of education but its architecture speaks volumes of this shifttoo. 

Academic activities and events without having said are an integral part of the school and are all there on the blog, the face book 
and the various e newsletters, all through the year It is this unique perspective of student institution relation that we want to 
highlight. 

Totally adept at new ideas is the ever so supportive Principal, Capt. Rohit Sen Bajaj. Our sincere gratitude to the Principal for a very 
motivating and an open-minded approach at all given times. 

With an excitement of something new...began the endless sessions of brainstorming. The Oakridgers - Nitish, Aliza and Shivani, 
truly related to the concept and took on the onus to write the contents for the cover page. The prompt inputs and support from 
the junior school editorial team as always and action by the Sr student editorial team led by Aishwarya Name is all there as the 
pages unfold. So here we go... 

Happy Reading!!! 

Ms.InduMinhas 
(Editor-in-chief) 




Senior Editorial Team 

Aishwarya Name (CBSEXII A) 
Nitish Kulkarni (IBDPXII B) 
Aliza NoorKhan(IBDPXI) 
Janardhan Pashupati (CBSEXI) 
MounikaBurugupalli (IBDPXI) 




From the Captain's Cabin 



A New beginning 

Be always at war with your vices, at peace with your 
neighbors, and let each New Year find you a better man. 

- Benjamin Franklin 

It's my strong belief that new beginnings allure and inspire the 
spirit to start afresh, on a promising note. Let us be encouraged 
to establish priorities to enhance the quality of our lives. 

As we step into the New Year it is time to reflect back. It's the time 
to shed the unwanted baggage and surge ahead on a positive 
note and conviction. It's also time to unearth the treasure within. 
The treasure of love, compassion and resilience that makes each 
oneofusuniqueand special. 

Like a fresh year, OIS provides unlimited opportunities. If you 
want to be joyful, if you wish to be truly successful make it a 
priority to discover the hidden treasures of OIS - Connect. Let's 
together celebrate a new beginning. 

What an incredible year 2011 has been! We have grown from 
strength to strength, incorporating newer ideas, facing 
challenges, celebrating our achievements and adding 
further milestones to the success story of Oakridge. 

ANDit could nothave been possible withoutyou! 

It amazes me every time I pause to think of all the incredible 
tasks achieved by our students, be it academics, co curricular 
activities or the field of sports. 

It makes me mighty proud to see the Oakridgers share hope with 
hundreds of people around Hyderabad through the various CAS 
initiatives - Joy of giving, medical camps visits to schools and 
slums and help make a difference. 




Captain Rohit Sen Bajaj 

Principal 



2012 brings in new expectations, and new challenges but newer 
blessings and opportunities as well. The need is to capitalize. If 
you are ready to position yourself to receive all that OIS wants to 
do through you then you and we are towards progress, for 
progress does not take place in isolation. 

At this Juncture, I take this opportunity to thank each one of you 
for being a part of OIS-Newton campus, for your unstinted 
supportandlove! 

Thank you for helping make 2011 a great year and for believing 
with me that 2012 will go beyond anything you and I have ever 
experienced before. 



Together we move to attain greater heights!!! 
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Oakridge the home we relate to... 



Therearenearlyseven billion peopleinthe world today. 

In this constantly altering sea of people, there is a 
distinguished set of beings that hold an unsurpassed 
superiority and dynamic ability and confidence to change 
the world. This unparalleled group of people is the one 
who have had, or have the privilege of obtaining a holistic 
education from good institutions and as an oakridger, I 
state with pride that Oakridge is one amongst them. An 
oakridger emerges from a world of inquisitive learning, 
interactive questioning and dutiful dedication to 
academics, and into the world as a wholesome and 
dynamic global citizen. 

There are several factors that go into molding such a 
brilliant human being. One, most significant one, is the 
infrastructure of the campus itself. Accomplished author 
Napoleon Hill once said, "We begin to see, therefore, the 
importance of selecting our environment with the 
greatest of care, because environment is the mental 



feeding ground out of which the food that goes into our 
minds is extracted." This man, who had left the world long 
before the institution even came about, however, very 
accurately distinguished the foundation upon which the 
Oakridge infrastructure was facilitated. Each carefully 
structured aspect of the campus can be mirrored by the 
rich bettermentitbringsaboutinastudentstatesShivani. 

Reflections 

One of my favorite books The Fountain Head' by Ayn Rand 
beautifully captures the dynamism of concrete, the beauty 
ofstone,and the poetic yield of an edifice, states Aliza The 
book screams to us, "Look at the structures around you. 
Their beauty lies in their functionality. In their nakedness. 
In their unabashed starkness." In short, buildings are 
valuable - perhaps containing more value than any of us 
choose to realize. A school is one such building. Oakridge is 
one such building. Over the years, Oakridge International 
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School, from its inception in 2001, to its passage to 2012, 
has evolved, pruning and grafting its landscape, as it 
tirelessly achieves consummate completion. 

Falling down the stairs, decorating the class room board, 
conducting lab experiments. All of these commonplace, 
everyday events are tied to places in the school. Literature 
students have studied that setting is key. Oakridge is the 
setting to our story And over the years, for many many 
students, faculty members and parents, the campus of 
Oakridge International School is now so intertwined with 
experiences at the school that it has become a constant, 
unyielding companion. 

As Sankalp Saradhi, a student of Grade XI IBDP who joined 
Oakridge in 2004, recalls, "Overall the construction of the 
main building had not even started and the only thing 
present was the junior school building and even that 
wasn't completely developed. We could only play soccer 
because the sports facilities included only a huge field." As 
any student reading this in 2012 would know, a lot has 
changed. Our school has outstanding sports facilities, 
including a swimming pool, two tennis courts, a basketball 
court, a throw ball court, a structure equipped with the 
purpose of simulating rock climbing and our large, iconic 
field. 

AtuI Lanka who joined in 2006 says, "More buildings have 
been set up to incorporate many facilities such as labs as 
well as areas for extracurricular activities like dance, yoga, 
theater and so on. Rooms are more spacious and all the 
labs are equipped with multimedia and up-to-date 
technology." This sophisticated infrastructure propels an 
academic, creative and corporeal spirit, as it exposes 
students to improved technology and facilities and also 
sparks an innovative outlook. A lot of what our students 
have achieved can be accredited to warm ambience 
created by the excellent infrastructure at Oakridge, adds 
Aliza. 

What I enjoy the most about the campus is the memories 
that come with it. I've been at Oakridge for over five years 
now, and the air literally is heavy with memories of my life, 
from the first exam I ever wrote, to the time I first met 
some of my oldest friends, to the all the times we played 



soccer on the field right before out grade X finals. So, more 
than anything else, when I walk through a hallway, or sit 
around on the steps near the courtyard, I think of the 
bygone years, and I reflect on my life so far. It's hard to 
describe in words - every new area yields more memories, 
and that's what makes this place so special for me. I can 
remember chatting with friends on the marble benches 
near the administrative office, adjacent to the field and 
trying to avoid sprinklers as I dashed across the soccer field 
to find my glasses. I still reminisce about building catapults 
and playing in the orchestra for the school's Founder's Day, 
and watching my friends act in plays on stage. Every year, 
there are new memories, and each one is connected to a 
part ofthe school campus. 

I've spent a long time sitting on the ledge next to the 
curved glass windows, looking out as I worked on one 
thing or another. If there's any one part of the school 
which I will always remember, it's the learning resource 
centre - our library. What I like most about it is that it's so 
functional - almost every part of it can be used, and there 
are always people in it and despite this, it's never crowded. 
The whole space is designed using a lot of fluid curves, and 
in fact, these curves and flows are what gave me the idea 
for my IB extended essay in Physics reminisces Nitish. 

The Oakridge infrastructure is a blatant example of a 
collection of fine facilities that truly frames any capable 
student into a blossoming citizen ofthe world. It provides 
everything a student needs to achieve greatness and to 
manifest their talents and dreams. So in the seven billion 
people that populate the world today one can clearly 
identify those that have had the chance to be a part ofthe 
Oakridge team as an exclusively prevailing human being; 
as confidence and a paramount ability to achieve 
anything. 

That is truly the essence of an Oakridger. 

Where ever we go we will keep coming back to 
Oakridge- Forusitisa home beyond home!! 

Nitish Kulkarni (XII IBDP) 
Aliza NoorKhan(XI IBDP) 
Shivani Rao(XIGCSE) 
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Into the Political Field - An 
Informative Exchange 

Dear Spark Readers, this is Rohini, from VF, reporting to you 
on the recent Talk Show for Grade V held at OIS, Newton 
campus. 




On 13 September 2011, the Honorable Speaker of the 
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly, Mr. Nadendia 
Manohar (and the father of our classmate Mithul) visited 
our campus for a talk show with all the students of Class V. 
He spent nearly one and a half hours talking to us and 
answering the many questions that we put across to him. 
It was especially interesting because we are doing 
Government as the POI Unit and so most of the questions 
were related to this. 

The Talk Show started with Mithul introducing the speaker 
to the rest of the class. Mr. Manohar looked very pleased 
and happy to be with us at OIS Newton Campus. All of us 
were very attentive as he carefully explained the various 
aspects of Government, the Parliament, and the AP 
Legislative Assembly, the Judiciary, the Police and many 
other related topics before he answered the questions 
from the students in the audience. Some of the questions 
were: 

Aryan: Sir, many times while going through the 
newspaper, I come across the term 'Government'. May I 
please know, why we need a Government? 

Mr. Manohar: The Government is needed to help regulate 
the life of the people in the state so that all can live 
together in peace and also to put a sense of discipline in 
the people. 



Sweksha: Sir, I know two politicians, one is my uncle and 
the other is my friend's father. They both work for different 
parties. So may I please know why there are different 
parties ? Which party do you support? 

Mr. Manohar: The Speaker does not support any party. I 
used be in the Congress party before I became the Speaker. 
But people can be in many different parties. Parties get 
established by a person or group of people who have a 
good idea and they wantto tell itto others. 

Abhigna: Sir, Is protest the right way to get your demands 
fulfilled? 

Mr. Manohar: Protest is one of the ways for this, but it is 
notthe only way. Protests are welcome but they should be 
carried on peacefully. 

Prateek: Sir, as we all know, we have to pay our taxes at the 
right time. Could you please tell me about the different 
types of taxes? 

Mr. Manohar: There are three main types of taxes: Central, 
State and Local taxes. Personal taxes mostly depend on 
wealth or income; Commercial taxes are levied on various 
commercial transactions. 

Gaurav: Sir, I have done a POI on 'Government' and I 
wanted to know, if the democratic system of government 
is betterthan all othertypes of government? 

Mr. Manohar: Yes it is. Democracy is by the people so the 
citizens get a choice or can exercise their will. This is one of 
ourfundamental rights. 

Sameer: Sir, if we do not have a playground in our school, 
which authoritysanctionsthe permission for the same? 

Mr. Manohar: You have to approach the local corporator 
for this. 

Vinayak: Sir, what should I do as a citizen of my country? 

Mr. Manohar: You must make your country proud by 
respecting everyone, being friendly and obeying rules. 

The Talk Show ended with the students presenting a small 
gift as a token of gratitude to Mr. Manohar. 

We were indeed lucky to have Mr. Manohar spend so much 
timewithusandpatientlyanswerallourquestions. 

Rohini Ganguly (VF) 
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Parent Talk - Career Options 

OIS Newton Campus introduced a novel idea of involving 
parents to share their experiences and skills in the 
respective profession with the classmates of their wards. 
This indeed created an interesting insight and awareness 
in the students about various career options available. 

As a part of this program, two sessions were held in the 
current term by the parents of grade VII F. Mr. Pingali 
Satyanarayana Reddy a successful IT professional with MS 
in Business Management from the US and the parent of 
Nihal explained to the students on ways to plan career 
options depending upon ones potential as well as 
interests. He stressed the need for a basic positive attitude 
to be successful in any profession. 

The interactive session made the students generate 
valuable thoughts. The questionnaire given to the 
students by Mr Satyanarayana revealed their views 
relevant to their passions. He also recommended, career 
guidance to be provided for the VII graders and the same 
to be reviewed every year to look for the shift in fields of 
interests of the students. 

Parent Talk -2 

On 16 September 2011 a session by Dr. Sai Praveen 





Harnath, Heart specialist from the Apollo Hospital was 
organized by the parent ofTanviAkanksha,VIIF. 

Dr. Praveen has Mastered from the US and is a leading 
Pulmonologist in the twin cities. 

The enthusiastic and energetic doctor started the session 
with how to wear a mask and a cap during the surgery. 
The students thoroughly enjoyed themselves becoming 
young surgeons with caps & masks. 

Dr. Sai explained the 
functioning of heart with the 
model he had brought. He 
answered many queries raised 
in the young minds including 
what is a cardiac arrest and how 
it is treated surgically. The 
students keenly participated 
and shared their knowledge 
about the organ systems learnt 
in the science lessons. The 
session was made lively by 
crossword puzzles and dumb 
charades as a recap on content 
explained. 

It was a great opportunity for 
the students to meet the 
eminent surgeon in their own 
classroom and enhance their 
knowledge. 
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Dr. Sai also offered the students a field trip to the Apollo 
Hospital to get more information and knowledge. 

Brain Triathlon in Singapore 

Having been selected as a school champion, I earned the 
privilege of participating in the finals of the Brain Triathlon 
competition, organized by S.P.Jain Center of Management, 
Singapore from 23 June to 26 June. It was a unique 
opportunity to compete with students from across the 
globe. 

With warm welcome by the faculty of the university on 
arrival and a welcome ceremony in the afternoon, we 
were settled comfortably and looked forward to the 
competition. 

The requirement of the competition was to write three 
papers - writing, reasoning and general awareness. The 
difficulty level of the papers increased as compared to the 
one written for the selection of the school champion. The 
topicfor writing was global culture in business where I had 
to explain what global culture is in terms of business and 
how one can use this concept in the most efficient manner. 
The reasoning test was in math, IQ test and 
comprehension. I found math really tough although the 
last paper on general awareness was comparatively easier. 

After four hours of examination, it was an eager wait for 
the results Finally, the top eight candidates were named. 



These candidates then had oral presentation in front of 
real CEOs of business firms. These were enlightening and it 





turned out to be a good learning experience. I also made 
many good friends at Singapore. 

Few things really impressed me and Jyotsana Ma'am who 
had accompanied me. Although Singapore is small in size 
(merely 600 square kilometers!), it has its own distinct 
culture and customs, well-constructed infrastructure and 
is very clean. For me, the main intent of this trip was not 
onlythe brain triathlon, but also making new friends from 
all over the world to enable me understand, interact with 
them and to strive to be a world champion who can 
understand and relate to everyone in the world! 

Lucy Shin Hyun Jung (IBDPXII B) 

Decision Making - A Task ! 

One of the important and tough tasks for most of us is 
decision making, which all of us face in our daily life. We, 
class V students had an opportunity to learn a lot of things 
aboutdecision making. 

Mr. Prasanna, the Joint MD - OIS, visited our class regarding 
this. We had an opportunity to present various activities 
that we had conducted in our class related to Decision 
Making and also had a power point presentation on it. We 
picked up some daily happenings at school and debated 
about agreeing and disagreeing to them and thus making 
a decision. We discussed the various circumstances 
involved, the people involved and how to evaluate a 
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decision. We learnt that we need to keep in mind the 
consequences, and make a good choice. 

This was followed by a Talk show with Mr. Prasanna. We 
asked him many questions related to the topic and put 
forward a lot of concerns which he answered, and which 
were very informative. Later, there was a rapid fire round 
where Mr. Prasanna had to give us some very quick 
answersandthatwasveryinteresting and exciting. A lot of 
suggestions were given on how to deal with different 
situations. 

Finally, we ended the Talk Show by thanking Mr. Prasanna 
for sharing hisvaluableopinionsandtimewithus. Weare 
sure that this discussion would give us the skill to 
overcome hardships, make good decisions and move on, 
and we will surely treasure this valuable learning. 

SrilejaGondi (VD) 

A Visit - Mr. Andrew Sortwell, 
CIE Regional Manager, South Asia 

Oakridge is committed to its children achieving their full 
potential and the Cambridge curriculum prepares them to 
be challenged, excited, inspired and thereby become 
successful learners for life. 



Mr. Andrew Sortwell, CIE Regional Manager for South Asia 
visited OIS on 11 April 2011. Mr. Andrew has been closely 
involved in international education; his role is to work with 
schools to ensure learners have access to CIE's 
international education programmes and qualifications. 

Mr. Andrew has worked for the English Schools Foundation 
in Hong Kong as the Directorof Education, working with 21 
schools to develop the curriculum and lead the 
professional development of staff. 

Mr. Andrew gave a formal presentation and interacted 
with grade VI parents regarding the CIE curriculum. He 
took a school tour, visited the CIE classrooms and willingly 
gave an interview to the CIE students. 

Interview CIE Regional Manager, South Asia: 
Mr. Andrew Sortwell 

Interviewers: 

Naga Avinash Raya VIIIG - Avinash 
Viraj ReddyMuthyala VIIIG -Viraj 

Avinash: Sir, how would you describe your trip to India? 

Mr. Sortwell: In India I have found the people to be very 
hospitable, friendly, and respectable. Additionally, I am 
very impressed by the development India is going 
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through, for example I was impressed by the amount of 
construction in Delhi and Hyderabad's new network of 
roads. 

Viraj: What is it that you like most about Cambridge 
International Examinations? 

Mr. Sortwell: Cambridge University cares for its students 
and is focused on providing them with high quality 
education in order to prepare them for the future. Also our 
aim is to provide the students with a good foundation by 
teaching them the fundamentals of basic subjects such as 
Mathematics, Science and English. 

Avinash: Why would you recommend the Cambridge 
International Examination curriculum and how is it 
beneficial to the students than the Middle Year Program 
curriculum? 

Mr. Sortwell: The Middle Year Program has a broad 
syllabus based on a hexagon model and it offers subjects 
like humanities, sciences, etc, all of which are available 
with Cambridge. In MYP, the curriculum is based on 
teacher assessment whereas Cambridge has external 
examinations which test the students and they get a clear 
feedback of their scores. Furthermore, Cambridge 
International Examination is more widely recognized. 

Viraj: Sir, In your opinion, how does Cambridge 
International Examinations stand out from all the other 
syllabuses? 

Mr. Sortwell: There are a huge number of subjects 
available including 60 different qualifications which allow 
the students to specialize at a young age unlike other 
curriculums which make you do specific subjects. 



Moreover in Cambridge it is not about the teachers giving 
facts but students learn multiple techniques which they 
can use to help them investigate, inquire and develop 
practically and intellectually. 

Avinash: Cambridge is now the top university in the world. 
Howdoyou feel about this achievement? 

Mr. Sortwell: Everybody in Cambridge is extremely happy 
about this tremendous achievement and we are trying to 
do our best to continue bringing education to other 
countries so that young people can have the same 
opportunitiesaswedo. 

Viraj: At 'A' level, they offer Telugu as a subject so why not 
in IGCSE or Checkpoint? 

Mr. Sortwell: Every country has its own system of 
education and we work with schools in the country in 
order to develop new syllabi and improve existing ones so 
that we can better meet local needs. For example, in Hong 
Kong many people demanded for Chinese so we 
introduced Chinese into their syllabus. However, we cannot 
have all the languages that are wanted in the different 
schools, but if there is a big demand for a certain language 
a proposal can be put forward to Cambridge and it will 
considerdeveloping a new syllabus. 

Viraj: Is there any preference for students who have taken 
the Cambridge International Examinations curriculum to 
getinto Cambridge? 

Mr. Sortwell: Not really because Cambridge treats every 
student fairly but however Cambridge students are better 
prepared for an interview with Cambridge because they 
have experience with the Cambridge programme. 
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Avinash: Overall, from what you have gathered in this 
visit, can you conclude that IGCSE teachers in India have a 
similar terminology and teaching style as compared to 
teachers in the United Kingdom or are there any 
differencesthatyou have noticed? 

Mr. Sortwell: Cambridge works with schools that are 
developing their practices and have a teaching system 
based on applying skills rather than memorizing facts. 
Also the teaching methods of the teachers depend on how 
long they have been teaching the curriculum and how 
much experience they have. 

Viraj: Thank you sir and we hope you have a splendid 
timeatOakridgeand in India. 

tatch them Young' 2011 - 
A training programme at Infosys 

The selection based on an aptitude test for 'Catch them 
Young', 2011 training programme by Infosys left us 
overjoyed. But this also meant that we had to part with 
two weeks of our summer vacation. 

With around fifty, eighth graders from different schools of 
Hyderabad we were all set for our training sessions in a 
very official looking conference room for the next two 
weeks. 

Treated like the Infosys employees, we were very much 
into decision making. Not to be left out just because we 
were a little younger, made us more confident. 

The 'Education and Research' team at Infosys volunteers 
to take charge of these training sessions every year. The 
trainers, or "teachers" as we would call them, were nice 
and interesting people. 





The next two weeks truly whizzed by. We learnt many 
important things, mostly about Information technology 
but a special class on soft skills, that is speaking skills and 
efficiency on customer service front was amazing. 



The most interesting and fun- filled technical class that all 
fifty students in the class would vouch for was the 
animation class. It was most intriguing as we could 
experimentand create virtual worlds with ease. 

In the last few days of our training, we were divided into 
groups and assigned projects. In simple words, we were 
supposed to recreate certain websites and make our own. 
On the last day we had to present it to the audience of 
guests and parents. Our group had to create an online 
share market, where one could purchase and sell shares. 
It was hectic and challenged most of the new skills we had 
acquired in the past week and a half. But all the same, we 
were very creative. 

At the closing ceremony each group presented their 
website and everything was in order. All the trainees and 
trainers were appreciated and the certificates handed 
over. It was a moment of pride to see our names on the 
certificates. Thus ended a memorable learning experience 
at Infosys. 

MeghanaGudluru(IXCBSE) 

Reflections of a delegate 
Model United Nations 

Have you ever seen diverse cultures come together as one 
at one place? People from different countries and diverse 
cultures met to discuss issues of global importance. 

At the WE Model United Nations in Beijing, high school 
students from all over the world collaborated and tried to 
find solutions to problems that people face all over the 
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My directors and ossistont directors 



world. This included social, economic, political and cultural 
problems. 

On one hand we were trying to change deep rooted 
mindsets while on the other hand we discussed how to 
deal with world hunger. We lived in both the present and 
past and learnt a lot from this experience. 

How do you try to be diplomatic and try to find a solution 
to a problem without hurting the sentiments of everyone 
involved? This is one of the most important skills that I 
learned: how to be diplomatic. I realized that this is a very 
important skill as I saw many delegates in the conference 
directly point a finger at one particular religion: without 
confirming if it is indeed the cause of the issue we are 
discussing. 

I also learned how countries think and how you are not 
just an individual expressing your views but a country. You 
cannot just express a solution because you as an 




individual think it is right but it goes against that country's 
policy. You have to thinkofyourself as a country and stick 
to your country's policy. I learned how a country has to 
govern itself and what problems it might face while 
dealing with a sensitive global issue. 

As I was part of the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural 
Committee (SOCHUM), I dealt with a highly sensitive social 
issue. I had to keep in mind that I was dealing with many 
deep rooted beliefs and to try and change the social 
situation I would have to propose a solution which would 
help eradicate wrong beliefs but at the same time not hurt 
anyone's sentiments. This really required me to think and 
to not propose a highly radical change. This exposure 
taught me to be sensitive to individual as well as group 
feelings. 

All in all, this was a highly beneficial experience for me and 
I had a lot of fun and enjoyed myself. This also helped me 
improve my social skills. I made friends with people from 
different parts of the world and thoroughly enjoyed 
myself. 

Chairman's Cup 
A Step towards Master Orators 

The Chairman's Cup has been initiated by the 
management, 'People Combine' with an aim to further 
polish one's oratory and reasoning skills and was 
conducted across gradesin the Senior and Junior school. 



On 20 August, students of the IB XI participated in their first 
Chairman's Cup. We, the students of IBDP looked at this 
event as an opportunity to not only improve upon our 
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comnnunication skills - a fundamental 
aspect of IB, but also as a measure to 
achieve the chief goal of overall 
development. 

The rules were simple: there were to be 
four groups of three students. One student 
per group was required to speak for the 
topic, one against and the third one acted 
as a mediator, observing the proceedings 
and making remarks as and when 
required. The winner of this round would 
then qualifyforthe nextsession of debate. 

The topic assigned to us was a tricky one: 
Academic achievements do not 
necessarily ensure success in life. A 
multitude of views were expressed 
throughout this event with regards to this 
statement. Some stressed on extra- 
curricular activities while others on the 
Emotional Quotient (EQ). 

Sparks of opinions were witnessed, 
engaging the judges as well as the 
students. Nevertheless, majority of the 
participants agreed to the common 
examples of the renowned Bill Gates, 
Richard Branson and Mark Zuckerberg in 
relation to their stance. It was quite 
fascinating to see some emphasizing on 
importance of social behavior as even 
superiorto education. 

In a nutshell, it was truly a fantastic event. 
All the points put across were expressed in 
an articulate and eloquent manner and 
the participants were able to entice the 
audience with their comprehensive views. 
The session ended with the students 
being more clear and educated about 
success and its impact on our future. 

AtuI Lanka SPalashikaBhat (XI IBDP) 



Global Placements 
The Class of 2011 

The IB and CBSE Class of 2011 



Students placed at universities globally... 



VishalAlluri 


Columbia University, USA 


Sankeerth.T.V.Saradhi 


University of Chicago, USA 


JayKReddy 


University of California, Berkeley, USA 


Shruti Dubey 


University of California, Berkeley, USA 


SupriyaBharati 


Northwestern University USA 


SupriyaChak 


Tufts University, USA 


Priyanka Satyaprakash 


NewYork University, USA 


PaavaniPutta 


University of California, Los Angeles, USA 


Julian DeValliere 


Queen Mary, University of London 


KaranAryanMarwaha 


Universityof Exeter, UK 


ManishaChoudhary 


Bangor University, UK 


SnehaShukIa 


University of Illinois Urbana Champaign, USA 
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WEMUN Expo, Beijing - An Experience 



On the night of 31 July 2011, we left the Rajiv Gandhi 
International Airportfor Beijing, China. 

Our delegation had 17 students attending the conference 
as delegates, and two as assistant directors, who assisted 
the chair of their committee. The conference comprised of 
five sessions spread over four days. Along with the 
conference, there were many other fun programs, like the 
Global village and the delegate dance. 

Each conference session was amazing. We had to talk in 
front of many people about our given topics, which differ 
for each committee. We all had a very good exposure in 
these sessions, having fun while working hard for our 
committees. 

We were overjoyed by the results, a culmination of our 



hard work. Nearly half of us from Oakridge came back with 
awards. Notably, Anish from grade IX won an outstanding 
delegate award. 

The main purpose of this program was to help develop our 
public speaking skills, get over our apprehensions of 
addressing a committee, make us aware of current global 
issues, and of course, to have a good time and get back 
home with lots of good memories. 

We hope that there will be much more participation from 
our school in the future MUNs, and we, as students of 
Oakridge, will try our best to help everyone interested with 
any matter regarding MUN programs. 

AbhijitChatterjee (XCBSE) 



Glimpses of Oakridgers - WeMun China 2011 

Arrival - Beijing, China 
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Hall of Supreme Harmony - The Birds Nest - The Temple of Heaven 

the most important building in China with Venue of the Olympic Games 2008 

the most number of 
statues on the edge of its roof 




IBAP Conference - 2011 

On 16 April, Oakridge International School hosted the IBAP 
workshop of 2011, one that was truly a grand event. 
Delegates from across the Asia Pacific region were greeted 
by student volunteers who gave them a tour around the 
campus. 



The guests marveled at the colorful arrangements, music, 
and artifacts expressing the Indian culture. The 
inauguration began at 8:30 am as the guests gathered in 
the newly-built auditorium with eageranticipation. 

With Lalit Devraj as the master of the ceremony for the 
inaugural, the ceremony began with a welcome song 
sung by thejunior students followed by the lighting of the 
lamp. 

Principal OIS, Capt. Rohit Sen Bajaj, expressed the delight 
in hosting and greeting the distinguished teacher 
participants and spoke volumes about how the IB 
program has helped students grow over theyears. 




Later, Dr. Marcia Behrenbruch (Global Head Professional 
Development IB) talked about the continuous expansion 
of the program; new PYP workshops were added, this time 
with further concentration on play-based learning, inquiry 
and the role of ICT in PYP development. Online professional 
improvement courses, which facilitated workshop leader 
training, were made available to the IB teachers as well. 

Dr. Marcia's speech showed us that the IB syllabus truly 
matched its 90% quality rate. An overview of the school 
facilities, which included the seven workshop rooms, the 
shopping marketplace, help desks and medical assistance, 
was also explained. 

At the end of the inauguration, all looked forward to the 
three-day workshop ahead and were eager to use this 
opportunity as a platform to strengthen the existing 
network. 

DivyaGutala (XIICBSE) 



Events 



Reflections - IBAP 

Oakridge International School had the honor of hosting 
the International Baccalaureate Asia Pacific Workshop for 
the second time. As a faculty member of this great 
institution, I felt proud to be associated with a school that 
shows such warmth and immense hospitality. 

I was a part of the workshop on 'Written Curriculum' with 
team of 12 participants from different places across Asia, 
headed by the workshop leader Ms. Sharron Bailey. 

The workshop is a great opportunity provided by the 
school wherein we get trained on varied areas of PYP in 
order to enhance our teaching methodology. 

During the course of the workshop we learnt a lot of new 
strategies and developed great rapport with other 
participants, but the most important feel good factor was 
the realization that we at Oakridge are truly in sync with 
the PYP. 

ThankyouOakridgeforthe wonderful opportunity! 

Ms. Sheherbanoo Fathi 
(Coordinator Grades III & IV) 

The International Baccalaureate conducts a wide range of 
workshops to help teachers and schools to better 
understand and deliver the IB programmes. 

In our workshop 'The Role of Language', Ms. Leanne 
Sunarya brought to light the fact that the IBO Mission 
Statement connects with the role of language in the PYP. 
Language is an important element of international 
education. 

In a team of twenty two participants from five different 
countries we began reflecting upon a number of things 
namely - Who we are as community of learners? What are 
our issues/ concerns as teachers? How best to teach 
language through inquiry? The value of mother tongue in 
any assigned tasktonameafew. 

For us as PYP teachers of language, it was time to engage 
in reflection of our own practices with a view of sharing 
ideas and strengths and with the aim to improve student 
learning. 

Ms. Anuradha Sawhney 
(Co-ordinator Grades I & II) 

Teaching and Learning in the 
PYP Day 1 Review 

Our workshop leader Christopher Boreham began with an 
ice-breaker discussion on all the essential elements of PYP 
in teaching and learning. The group discussed, using the 



strategy of Think-Pair and Share. Essentials of the 
curriculum to be concept based rather than content based 
which is timeless and transferable was reiterated. As 
teacherswealwaysfocuson inquiry on the net rather than 
the prime resource which are the books, encyclopaedias, 
askan expert, e-mails, etc. 

So we all need frequent reminders to look for the 
information available to us at hand. This workshop was an 
insight for the teachers; you would rather be a guide on 
side than a sage on the stage. 

Vasundhara A. (Faculty Grade II) 

Green Rangers 
An initiative by Oakridge students 




1. Green Drive- In charge Padma Priya Grade XI A. It is an 
ongoing long term programme. 

2. Green Run- In charge Mehek Vajavatt Grade XI B and 
Suhaib Mohammed Arifuddin GradeXI B. 

A 10 km run is being organized in the KBR park in the 
month of January where in students and staff will 
participate. 

The event will be sponsored by business houses of 
Hyderabad and will have an entry fee. 

3. Green Conference - In charge Akshat Grade XII with 
Reetika Kaladindi GradeXI Band Astha GradeXI A 

Planned for the month of February we are inviting other 
schools for the conference. Will be planned and 
conducted on the lines of the MUN. 

4. Distribution of fabric bags- In charge Maryanne and 
AsmaAjaniofGradeXIB. 

These will be given only to those (students and staff) 
who are committed to reducing the use of plastics. 
Criteria will be used to determine eligibility of those 
who get it. 

5. Green debate- In charge Vivek of Grade XII with Divija 
ZoldeoofGradeXIA. 
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Treasure Fest - 2011 




Events 



Grade VI Graduation Ceremony 

The Grade VI Graduation was conducted with great gusto 
and enthusiasm on 20 April 2011 in the auditorium. The 
programme was graced bythe parents and the Chief Guest 
Ms. Angela Moorjani. Dr. Sunanda Rao was the guest of 
honour. 

It was a proud moment for the parents to watch their 
children wearing the traditional graduation attire and 
walk the stage to collect their PYP certificates. It was a 
nostalgic moment for the teachers as they traveled down 
the memory lane with their students, which was a 
reminiscent of the bittersweet memories of the past one 
year. 

All in all it was a well organized event, appreciated by 
everyone present. 

Heminder Kaur (Faculty - Grade VI) 
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'We Care' - The SI Unit 




A 'Special Learning Needs' week was celebrated from 14 to 
18 November 2011 at the school. It is an annual event 
conducted for promoting awareness about special 
educational needsand learning disorders for ourteachers, 
students and parents. 

The special learning needs week was inaugurated at the 
Monday assembly with a guest lecture by Ms. Manisha, a 
parent of a child with dyslexia and president of DAAP 
(Dyslexia Association of A.P). She spoke about her struggle 
in getting adequate services for special learning needs for 
parents and how DAAP was born. 

Principal, Capt Rohit Sen. Bajaj spoke about the 
importance of the Supportive Instruction Unit and howitis 
catering to students with learning difficulties which has 
helped to bridge the gap between learning potential and 
academic performance in these students. 



An Open forum for Oakridge school parents and teachers 
was organised on Friday, 19 November. Awareness 
material was displayed on identification of specific 
learning disorders and causes for academic 
underachievement. This helped teachers and students to 
gain more insights on learning difficulties. 

Exhibits on remedial instruction techniques such as 
phonic remediation, and multisensory teaching methods 
were explained. Learning resources, modules of English 
and Math teaching strategies for junior and senior school 
students were demonstrated. 

Short poems, fun activities were presented during the 
assembly by our students on the topics of learning 
difficulties such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dysgraphia. 
The S.I week was a huge success and generated a lot of 
interest among staff and students of OIS. 

Dr. Shakila Naidu (School Psychologist) 
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A Historical Beginning 
MUN @ Oakridge 

Nearly a year of planning had come to fruition with the 
profound success of the Oakridge Model United Nations. 
Nearly 200 delegates from over 10 schools arrived at 
Oakridge on 2 September ready to engage in intensive 
debate and discussion of issues ranging from post-war 





reconstruction of Africa to the dispute of the resources on 
the Moon! With six unforgettable committees, highly 
professional directors with great experience in Model UN, 
and three intense days of debate; Oakmun 2011, will 
forever be etched in the memories of all the delegates and 
Oakridge International School in general. 

According to the Secretary General: Rohit Reddy, a XII 
grade student of the IB Diploma program, the team was 
inspired to organize this conference after attending 




WEMUN 2010 in Beijing. "We realized that to hold a 
conference, we needed a base level of interest and 
experience amongst the students. In order to create this 
interest-Nitish and I decided to start the Oakridge MUN 
club which would function during CCEP", musing on the 
beginnings ofthislongjourneytowards the conference. 

"I believe that our conference was unique in a way that our 
topics were very sophisticated and our crisis situations 
really managed to grab the attention of all the delegates", 
stated Aliza N. Khan, an XI grade student of the IBDP and 
also the Director General of the conference. She went on to 
congratulate the Crisis Director, Nitish Kulkarni, and the 
Conference Manager, Puansh Kamineni, on their successful 
implementation of a very realistic and interesting crises 
which managed to change the topic of debate in all the 
committees. 

"I believe that even though our first conference was 
largely successful, I look forward to Oakmun 2012 which 
will integrate more students into the planning and the 
implementation to truly make this a student led initiative", 
concluded Aliza. 
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We look forward to Oakmun 2012, the preparations for 
which are already on way, with intensive planning we're 
sure itwillprovetobe an even bigger success. 

Hana Adeni and Ridhi Reddy (IX IGCSE) 

OAKMUN 

A Gateway to a Unique Experience 

This was the moment that I had been waiting for - the 
moment of my first MUN conference. I had an amalgam of 
emotions, however, as I got out of my car and approached 
the school. I was concurrently both apprehensive and 
delighted to be attending it. 

With ID cards issued, we approached our venue and after 
explanation of the rules - began the conference. 



This was when I panicked. I was quivering with fear. I was 
placing myself into a new context and ambience, one in 
which I was very inexperienced. Therefore, I had least 
expectations of performing well. I just wanted to take part 
forthe fun of it and learn from the experience. 

As one person spoke after the other, I was in a dilemma 
about whether to speak or not. I finally made up my mind 
to talk. I rose up with fear, but as I enunciated more and 
more words, my confidence gradually amplified. As I spoke 
my fear had completely diminished and I was tension- 
free. I had adapted to a new environment within a few 
hours,allowingmyselftoworkatan optimum level. 

As the conference progressed, the debates became more 
appealing, gripping our attention to them and the 
constituent speakers of the debate. As the conference 
advanced, each debate proved thought-provoking, which 
made it interesting to see other stances on the topic- 
especially in the crisis, where we had to use realistic 
scenarios and schemes to arrive at a resolution that all the 
delegates had opted for. 

Overall, OAKMUN was an experience that would remain 
engraved in my memory for ever. It was a learning process, 
educating us about the current issues that the world faced 
at the same time allowing us to utilize the full potential of 
our thoughts to reach reasonable solutions. Moreover, it 
proved to be medium for forging newer friendships along 
with a great learning experience. 

SaileshYarlagadda(X IGCSE) 
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The Mock Budget Session - Oakridge 



On 30 August 2011, we, the students of Oakridge IBDP 
enacted the presentation of the Indian Union Budget in 
the Lok Sabha. The Indian Union Budget is presented by 
the Finance Minister of India in the pariiament every year, 
in the month of February. The budget has to be passed by 
both the Houses before it can come into effect on 1 April, 
which marks the start of India's financial year. 

Although the actual budget sessions usually lasts for a 
month or more, we had to enact the entire budget 
presentation in a short time span of four hours. This 
necessitated a few changes in the procedures followed 
during the budgetsessions. 

As the role of the Finance Minister is a very important one, 
the role had been assigned to five students, who 
represented different sectors presented in the Budget. 

The Budget session commenced with the introductory 
speeches by the Prime Minister and the speaker, who 
provided the backdrop for the actual budget presentation. 
This was followed by the budget presentation by the five 
finance ministers and later commenced the question hour. 

During the question hour, the MPs from both the ruling 
parties and opposition took part in the General Discussion 





and asked questions on different aspects of the budget, 
including the allocations for various sectors, and the 
Government Policy in the context of national as well as 
international spheres. 

Following the general discussion, five committees were 
formed, comprising of the various MPs from the ruling and 
opposition parties. Each committee was assigned a sector 
on which a Bill was needed to be introduced. Once the Bill 
was introduced, questions were asked by the opposition 
members, who were part of the Demand for Grants (DFG). 
After the opposition party had completed their 
questioning, each Bill was put to vote. The passing of each 
Bill was dependent on the result of the vote. The Bills 
were thus passed and the budget session was adjourned. 

We, the students of IBDP worked on the budget session for 
about two months with extensive research on the actual 
budget proceedings. Our toil paid off with the immense 
success and appreciation of the mock budget 
presentation. 



The Budget Team 
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A Memory to Keep !!! 



It's that time of the year again, a time when the seniors of 
Oakridge celebrate their graduation through a farewell 
reunion. After a year of regular and persistent studies, the 
twelfth graders were ready for some fun. Eager to give the 
seniors a break they deserved, the XI graders started 
planning thefarewell party Itwasanopportunityto thank 
the fabulous seniors for their motivation and support by 
hosting forthem an evening they'd neverforget. 

After days of planning and hard work, the event was held 
on 6 April. A huge banner with "Welcome Class of 2011", 
placed at the entrance, the red carpet all rolled out and the 
stage bedecked with lights, the mood was set for 
celebration. 

The grade XII students were welcomed with red roses. The 
theme for the day was "Bling It On" and the seniors sure 
lived up to it by dressing in vibrant sarees and elegant 
suits. 

The program began with dance performances 
choreographed and presented by the students of Class XL 
A memorable slideshow was played next, with pictures 
that captured the unforgettable moments spent together. 
The seniors were left tearful and nostalgic as they 
remembered the happy days spentatOakridge. 

The Principal complimented on the amazing batch - the 
class of 2011. The faculty coordinators as well as students 
shared their thoughts and reflected on their experience of 
the year bygone. 

It was time for the much-awaited superlative titles. Karan 
was bestowed with the title - "Mr. Oakridge," and Gamana 




was adjudged "Ms.Don - Oakridge." All the seniors were 
honored with sashes and their faces lit up with wide smiles 
astheaudience cheered. 



After the exciting performance, the students hit the dance 
floor to some good and blaring music from the loud 
speakers Our guests for the evening, the students, from 
Seattle who were here for the Student Exchange 
Programme and the faculty members seemed to have 
enjoyed every bit of it.. 

Finally after what seemed like hours, everyone descended 
the stage for dinner. An array of Indian and Chinese dishes 
along with delicious and tempting desserts were a 
gastronomic delight. 

A huge chocolate cake was cut to commemorate the 
occasion. It was time to go home and it seemed hard to 
believe that the year was over. With wishes for a 
wonderful journey towards their goals the students 
parted with never ending promises to keep in touch. 

DivyaGutala (XIICBSE) 
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Investiture Ceremony 

On 11 April 2011 the senior school gathered and eagerly 
awaited the comnnencennent of the Investiture Ceremony 
for the academicyear 2011-2012. All the prefects and the 
student council members stood in a semicircle in front of 
the stage, both excited and nervous. It was a day all had 
been waiting for. 

The ceremony started with the welcome of the 
honourable chief guest, Col. Yogender Singh, an officer in 
the Indian army followed by a short prayer, and a 
wonderful hymn sung by the middle school students. Col. 
Yogender Singh, and our esteemed Principal, Capt. Rohit 
Sen Bajaj, shared their thoughts with the students. The 
chief guest not only inspired us with his words, but also 
made a kind gesture and gifted Oakridge with a book. 

Charu Gupta, the outgoing Head giri of Oakridge, 
enlightened all with her thoughts on a good leader. This 
was followed by the oath - taking, administered by Azan 
Ali, the outgoing Head boy. The chief guest Col. Yogender 
Singh along with the Principal and Vice Principal handed 
each person a rose, unveiled their badge, and also 
adorned some with a sash. The Head boy and Head giri 
2009- 2010 were called upon to present the Oakridge flag 



to the newly appointed Head boy and Head giri. Similarly, 
the outgoing house prefects handed over the house flags 
to the newly appointed house prefects. The investiture 
ceremony for the year 2011-12 thus culminated with the 
presenting of a memento to the chief guest as a token of 
appreciation. 

Rishika Chodavarapu (XII C) 
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We Strive for it - Prize Day !!! 




Mr.Baig added his personal 
experiences and had some wonderful 
words of motivation for the students. 

The show compered by the students 
Aastha Batra and Lalit Devraj was 
witness to the outstanding students 
receive prizes for their immense 
efforts. 

Aastha Batra (XIIBDP) 



On 15 July 2011, Oakridge International School hosted its annual Prize Day 
ceremony to announce the outstanding toppers of the 2010-2011 school 
year. The Guest of Honor was Mr. Mohammad Ali Baig, a theater scion and an 
eminent ad film maker. Rated as one of the finest exponents in his field and 
a producer and director par excellence, Mr. Baig has twenty four advertising 
awards, four national honors, and two international awards. 

Captain Rohit Sen Bajaj Principal OIS, spoke about the importance of 
education and the proud efforts of those who stood out in their exams. 
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"Do not go where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path and leave a trail" 

- Ralph Woldo Emerson 



The Graduation Ceremony of 
the grade XII IBDP students 




House Reports 



Amartya Sen 




House In Charge 
House Captain 
Vice-Captains 

Motto 
Colour 



Ms. Swati Mishra 
Priyanka Shah 
Pravarjay Reddy 
Rishika Chodavarapu 
Cherish Yesterday Live 
For Today 
Green 



Cheer 

S-E-NThat'sWhatWeSay 
Anchors up and Sail Away 
We'll Steal The Gold, Any Day 
And Always Win Come What May 
S-E-NThat'sWhatWeSay 
A-M-A-R-T-Y-A 
Go Amartya 



Ms. Swati Mishra 

House In Charge 




House Reports 



The House logo depicting a soaring bird is symbolic and 
synonymous of the aspirations and goals that the children 
ofthe House wish to accomplish. 

Amartya Sen House reflects a pool of highly enthusiastic 
students who are not only competitive, result-oriented 
and motivated but have a sense of belonging and healthy 
competition in them. It is due to such perseverance and 
dedication that we have been able to win the House 
Tro p hy th ree yea rs i n a row. 

In this academic year, the House has won numerous 
accolades and laurels keeping its legacy of the past years. 

In the Inter-House dance competition, the students 
showed much enthusiasm and dedication and walked 
away with the first prize. It is due to the continuous efforts 
of the students and teachers that we were able to do 
preparations in a short period of time. The enthusiasm of 
studentswashighlyappreciated amongst the peers. 

The students of Amartya Sen continued to demonstrate 
good performance in the Inter-House art competition and 
won the overall first prize proving yet again why we are 
looked upon by our peers as the benchmark of 
achievements and performance. 

The students of the House have been very active in 
participating in Inter-house and Inter-school activities. 




Also the students showed much enthusiasm in the quiz 
competition and music competition and won third and 
second prizes respectively. 

We hope to continue the legacy of winning and win the 
House trophyfor this academicyear as well. 

Ms. Swati Mishra (House In charge, Amartya Sen House) 
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C.V. Raman 



House In Charge 
House Captain 
Vice-Captains 

Motto 
Colour 



Ms. Meenakshi Joshi 
Rohini Rao 
Rohan Kunati 
Harshita Reddy 
V Think V Do V Win 
Red 



Cheer 

CVR- We're The Best 
CVR'S A Golden Chest 
CVR'S A Treasure Fest 
CVR'S Ready For A Quest 

If You're Looking ForThe Best 

We're Right Here, We're The Best! 




Ms. Meenakshi Joshi 

House In Charge 



House Reports 



"Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is 
progress. Working togetheris success." Henry Ford 

Holding hands and working together made 2011 a very 
good year for CVR house as it achieved many laurels 
especially in the co curricular activities. 

Music is a discipline, and a mistress of order and good 
manners, she makes the people milder and gentler, more 
moral and more reasonable. Martin Luther German 
reformer (1483 -1546) 

Discipline, order and good manners were definitely 
highlighted by the CVR students in the current year. There 
was an excellent participation in music competition, both 
in solo and group category. The students of CVR House 
raised the standards in Indian, Western and Instrumental 
categories and won prizes in all of these. The feather in the 
cap was when CVR walked away with the first prize in the 
overall vocal song category. 

The dance competition saw the wholehearted 
participation by the senior students. 

In the Inter House quiz competition, CVR started off on a 
shaky note but soon rallied around and gave a 
commendable performance and won the competition 
with a fantastic margin. 

Achieving an overall second position and winning the first 
prize in the grade IX-X category in the senior school art 
competition was definitely an icing on the cake. 

In the sports arena too, CVR gave its best and the students 
participated enthusiastically in all the events thus 
adhering to the school programme which encourages the 
students to take part in various activities and discover the 
treasure within. 

All in all, it has been a fantastic year for CVR House and we 
hope to do even better in the years to come. With a 
fantastic unified house, our flag is flying high and will 
always do so. 



I sign off with a quote from Mr Henry Ford that sums this all 
up very beautifully: 

"Individually, we are one drop. Together, we are an ocean." 
Ms. Meenakshi Joshi (House In charge - CVR) 
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Mother Teresa 




House In Charge 
House Captain 
Vice-Captains 

Motto 
Colour 



Ms. Artijhaldiyal 
Sneha Sunkarar 
Aditya Sayyaparaju 
Akash Reddy 
All for one and 
one for all 
Blue 



Cheer 

We've got pride, we've got fire, 
We are brave, we'll reach higher. 
We are strong; we have might 
We're the team; we're the best. 
See us shine, deep inside 
See us march, hand in hand 
See us stand, tall and firm. 
Mother Teresa, here we come! 



House Reports 



Once again, in the year 2011, Mother Teresa has done its 
best to prove its worth. All of it is due to the dedication and 
enthusiasm of both the students and the teachers. 

This year, we welcomed our new house prefects, Sneha 
Sunkara, Aditya Sayyaparaju and Akash Reddy. Mother 
Teresa was also proud to include Student Council 
President, Dhruv Sawhney, Discipline Incharge - Anisha 
Alia, Vice Studco President - Rohit Reddy, Deputy Head Boy 
- Venkat Chalsani, Cultural Secretary - Lalith Devraj, Tech 
Advisor- Ashish Ahuja, Creative Vice Secretary - 
Sushmitha.Y, CAS Secretary - Saloni Agarwal. 

Our winning streak began when Mother Teresa stood first 
in Senior school throw ball and soccer competitions as well 
as first in the middle school throw ball and soccer 
competitions. 

On the academic front, we lost a little pace. However the 
participating students were not disheartened as it was a 
great learning experience for all those involved. 

In the cultural competitions, the house put in its best 
effort. The achievements could have been better. 
Nevertheless, the singers and dancers had a wonderful 
time as it was a great opportunity to express and 
showcase their skills. 

Although we may have had a few slip-ups, the house is 
performing better with each passing year. 




Mother Teresa has excelled in sports this year. We hope 
that the house continues with its endeavour towards an 
excellent performance with the students bringing in 
further laurels in all of the competitions. 

PalashikaBhat(IBIX) 
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Rabindranath Tagore 




House In Charge 
House Captain 
Vice-Captains 

Motto 
Colour 



Ms. Ruchita Rawatani 
Archana Agarwal 
Sanchit Gupta 
Rakshit Agarwal 
Knowledge Comes But 
Wisdom Lingers 
Yellow 



rhppr- 

COMEON CROWD, LET'S YELL IT 
R-T LET'S SPELL IT! 
WE SOAR HIGH N'NEVER LOW 
YOU GOTTA LOVETHE YELLOW 
WE'RETAGORE, WE ROCKTHE FLOOR 
LIKETHE RISING SUN 




Ms. Ruchita Rawatani 

House In Charge 
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'Where there is a will there is a way' 

We draw our strength from the rising Sun. With the hard 
work and diligence of the students and the motivation 
from our mentors, we are scaling newer heights. The 
steady progress can be seen in all areas. The achievements 
of our house: 

Soccer 

Seniors : Second position 
Juniors : Second position 
Dance 

Seniors : (Giris) Second position 
Juniors : Third position 
Music 

Seniors : Western music - Third position 

Eastern music - Third position 
Juniors : Western music - Third position 

Eastern music - First position 

Art 

All the students who participated in the art competition 

produced high quality work. 

Quiz 

Second position 
Academics 

The overall performance in academics was the second 
best with a very small margin between first place and RT 

Some well placed students of the house 

House captain - ArchanaAgarwal 

Vice captain - RakshitAgarwal 




Vice captain - Sanchit 
Secretary for 

international relations - Lucy Shin 

Sports captain - Anushakajain 

Cultural secretary 

In charge of discipline - Mandeep 

CAS secretaries - PaunshandAnsh 

A greatfortune depends on luck, a small one on diligence. 
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Student Exchange Programmes 



Nuestro Vioje o Barcelona, Espono 

Our Trip to Barcelona, Spain 



I believe a majority of us have exhausted our vocabulary 
when describing to our peers the astounding experience 
every one of us had on our visit to Barcelona, Spain. With a 
group often, exhilarated students and one truly wonderful 
teacher, Mrs. Hema Chenupathy, the entire trip, from day 
one,wasa memory to be cherished. 

Organized by the Spain BCN group, we were received at the 
airport by one of the three coordinators, who assisted us 
wholeheartedly throughout. Lasting a total of eight days 
from 9 to 17 March, each day was packed with an 
inundated itinerary of classes, sightseeing, trips to the 
beach and even time for our personal favorite, shopping. 
Our day commenced at approximately nine o' clock with 
two hours of Spanish classes and then an hour of cultural 
history relating to the historical location to be visited later 
that day. Between our trips for lunch and dinner we were 
served exquisite, traditional Spanish dishes that were 
personally made for our group. 

Perhaps our most noteworthy exposures were our 
interactions at a local facility/hospital and at the local 
Spanish school, that houses patients with cerebral palsy. 
The first one of the two, gave us an opportunity to extend 
ourselves to people who were physically disabled and let 
them have a feel for the indian culture. We tookthem to a 
nearby cafe and were faced with a heap of questions 
about life in India. We were greatly touched when one of 




the women there expressed, "Because I cannot go to India, 
India has come to me." 

Similarly at the school, we were able to proudly present 
our country's heritage to all the students, answer their 
queriesin return and even perform a short dance forthem. 
We were rather apprehensive at first, but upon seeing 
their friendly nature and eagerness to see what we had in 
store for them, we were able to open up and search for 
common grounds between us. It is experiences like these 
thatshow how punyand insignificant language barriersare. 

While the trip was an additional academic benefit for the 
Spanish students, the others gained just as much in terms 
of visiting a new country and appreciating another culture. 
We were able to surpass our difficulties in communicating 
and relish a successful and fruitful excursion. On behalf of 
every one of us, we recommend this to anyone who is 
willing to open their mind to a new worid . 

MounikaDonur (XII AIB) 
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The Seattle Opera, Mount Cascade, 
University Prep School - A Seattle Experience 




The student exchange programme with the University 
Prep school in Seattle, USA, initiated by OIS provided the 
students of both the institutions with a wonderful 
learning opportunity The aim of these programmes is to 
expose the young students to a cross cultural experience 
so that they learn to appreciate different cultures. 



In May 2011, three students of Oakridge including me 
visited the University Prep School for two weeks. Home 
stay being an integral part of this programme, we stayed 
with U-Prep families which we felt was the most enriching 
experience for us - a glimpse of the true american life in 
our host families. 

Our interaction with the U-Prep student and the teacher 
community was a learning experience in the real sense. 
The students attended the classes with their buddies. I had 
the opportunity to observe the grade XI and grade XII 
history classes and interact with the students. 

U-Prep organized a number of outdoor activities in order 
to give us a total experience of the american way of life. We 
visited the Seattle Opera, under water marine life, a small 
beautiful island called Bainbridge and an adventure trip to 
Mount Cascade. We also had the privilege to visit the 
Washington University museum of modern art and music. 
A ride on monorail and with visits to the local markets, we 
were possibly in every corner of Seattle city At the end of it 
all, there was a realization that whether americans or 
indians, we share the same human values, feelings and 
are part of a big global family 

Dr. Sudeshana Bhattacharya (Faculty, IBDP) 
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Creative Action Service 



The Essence of CAS 




CAS, short for Creativity, Action, Service, is an integral part of 
the International Baccalaureate Curriculum, which as a 
requirement for graduation, requires all students to 
complete a specific number of CAS - related activities. CAS 
at Oakridge began when the IB curriculum was adopted 
seven years ago, but our school has been involved in 
community - and extra-curricular-related activities since 
its inception. 

Today, CAS at Oakridge involves every single student and 
teacher in the school, and is a phenomenal success. From 
the Health Camps in Nanakramguda village, to the 



fundraisers at the Treasure Fest, Oakridge has played an 
important role in helping the community around it grow 
along with the school. (This is not to say, however, that CAS 
only involves community work - 'action-related' and 
'creative' activities are also an integral part of the school's 
overall curriculum). 

CAS 

A Fishtastic Experience 

On the 30 July 2011, a group of XI IB students worked 
together to clean up the fish pond in the PYP area as a part 
of "service" for CAS. This task seemed very repulsive and 
disgusting at first, but soon we looked past all the grimy 
water and began to enjoy ourselves. 

The task involved scooping out all of the fish and then 
sanitizing their habitat. We picked up and scrubbed each 
and every decorative stone in the pond (with our feet in 
the water) till they were squeaky clean. Then we needed to 
drain all the water and scrub the tiles of the pond. Passer- 
bys saw a group of grown up students on all fours in a fish 
pond scrubbing their hearts out. We had to work quickly 
because the fish were getting uncomfortable outside their 
home. 

This activity was tiring and strenuous, but what made it 
fun was that we all worked together as a team. "I have 
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fallen in love with fish", said AtuI Lanka, a student of XI IB. 
When asked about how the experience was, Kapil Kashyap 
said, "It was FISHTASTIC". Rohini Krishnan said, "I was glad 
to clean their home". 

Overall, we all agreed that it was a unique experience. At 
the end of the whole ordeal, the fish seemed to nod at us 
with gratitude giving us immense satisfaction for a job 
well-done. 

There is no garbage that 
cannot be picked up 

On 6 August, the XI graders of OIS collaborated together to 
clean up the area around our school so as to contribute 
towards the saving of the environment. This activity was 
initiated by our school and an organization called 
Verdentum that sets up such cleaning drives. Therefore, 
equipped with a couple of gunny bags, picking tools and 
enviro-"mental" minds, we set off to make a difference. 

Initially the task at hand seemed very difficult-wading 
around in garbage was not exactly how we wanted to 
spend our Saturday. However, after some time we realized 
that there was a lot of garbage to be picked up and each 
retrieved piece of plastic meant one less piece of plastic 
bothering Mother Earth. We were also very careful to 
segregate all the garbage we collected into bags of paper, 
plastic, rubber or glass. All of the garbage collected will be 
recycled. 

Kruti Koppolu XI IB said, "It made me realise that if you put 
your mind to it, you can definitely make a difference and 
that difference always counts, no matter how small." 



It was wonderful to be working together as a team 
because everybody was equally enthusiastic. All were very 
energetic and were even willing to climb into pits and 
ditches to scoop out the trash. Overall, this experience has 
been a unique one and has taught us to take risks as the 
outcome may be very rewarding. 

Colourful Classrooms 
for CAS 

On 20 August the students of IB XI decided to liven up their 
classrooms by decorating their soft boards. Four 
classrooms needed to be decorated so we divided 
ourselves into four teams and set to work. Crepe paper and 
a few charts were all we needed to get us going. There was 
a sense of purpose in the air as students bustled about to 
getthejobdone. 

These were our classrooms, so we all tried to add heart 
and soul into our final product. Each chart, picture and 
poster we pinned up had a little bit of each of us 
embedded into it and the affair became extremely 
personal. Moreover, we worked very well as teams and this 
showed. Organization, collaboration and execution all 
played very important roles. 

Overall, we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. We have also 
developed a new respect for our classrooms and we 
promise to maintain our hard efforts. The entire 
experience was incredible as it brought us all together. 

PalashikaBhat(XIBIBDP) 
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Testimonial 1 
Lucy Shin Hyun Jung -IBDP XII 

One of the important outcomes of CAS is the unity that 
develops among us. Through CAS, we learn about each 
other in more non-traditional ways, and grow much 
closer. 

For example, the various school excursions (such as the 
IBDP icebreaker which I attended this year) helped us all 
get to know each other, and bond closely. We learned to 
cooperate, communicate, and most importantly, to 
understand each other. CAS helps make our education 
'complete' - not only does it teach you a lot from an 
academic point of view, it also teaches you the importance 
of being a useful part of society. 

Testinnonial 2 
Srinnukh Oddiraju -IBDPXI 

At a basic level, CAS makes you a complete person. It 
teaches you the importance of other people around you, 
and the fact that there is more to learning than just 
academics. 

CAS has taught me a great deal about the world I live in, 
and has given me the opportunity to help make the world 
around me a better place. It's definitely something that 
has helped make me who I am today. 

Swami Vivekananda once said, "Real 
education is that which enables one 
to stand on his own legs." 

Vivekananda High School believes that each child has a 
right to learning and education so that they can grow into 
successful adults, no matter what background they come 
from. 

The students of grade IX IGCSE were provided with an 
opportunity to visit the school, teach and interact with the 
students. Split into groups of three or four, we were given a 
class ofZO-odd students to teach. 

Walking into the classrooms, we had no idea how much 
we would do in mere two hours. On seeing us, the children 
grew extremely excited. With a few ice-breaking games, 
we set on a course we had aimed for. After a quick revision 
of what they'd learnt before, we set about teaching them 
some new concepts in English, biology and Hindi using 




worksheets and other teaching aids that we had prepared 
beforehand. The students were fast and eager learners 
although they were distracted easily. To keep their 
attention, we conducted a group game involving points 
and found them very competitive and loyal to their teams. 



We were all amazed at how creative the kids were when 
we asked them to draw and color. After giving the students 
snacks, trying to get to know them and depositing some 
stationery for the school to use , it was time for us to leave. 

The CAS trip taught us more than we could have ever 
dreamed. We learnt how to conduct and control a class 
and teach children. Moreover, while interacting with 
Vivekananda High School students, we learnt that just 




because some people are not privileged, it doesn't mean 
they are helpless. We saw that giving small things to 
people who need them makes one happy. Most 
importantly, we learnt that instead of simply 
sympathizing with people about their conditions, we 
should try to bring about a change. 

Payal(IX) 
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We made a 




Environmental pollution is one of the biggest problems 
the world faces today. It is an issue that troubles us 
economically, physically and in our day to day lives. We, 
the students of XI Grade tried in our own small way to 
make a difference. 



We managed to collect papers and books from all the 
classes at Oakridge, segregated these into useful and non 
useful groups and even managed to retrieve a lot of 
stationary. 




Difference !!! 

Starting on Friday, 23 April, the venture continued all 
through the next week. We were able to gather a lot of 
newspapers, magazines, waste papers, files, charts, 
notebooks etc. In those five days, we were able to cover the 
entire junior and senior blocks. Once a substantial amount 
was collected, began the segregation process. Each of us 
took charge of a recyclable waste we had collected and 
began segregating it. All the recyclable waste was later 
taken for recycling and the rest were saved for later use. 

After one cycle of this recycling process, we continued in 
earnest and managed to gather a lot of recyclable and 
non-recyclable waste from various parts of our school, and 
it truly made us realize the importance of restraint to 
counter wastage. Using this model, we were able to 
generate a degree of awareness, clean up our school and 
get a lot of recyclable wastes recycled. 

We plan to visit the villages in the vicinity of our school, 
clean it up, sell the waste papers generated, and after 
assessing their problems, we would try to solve them 
using the funds generated. 

Prerana Lunia, Vaishnavi Reddy, Akash Varma, Vivek 
Viswanath, Matt Lee, Oh Ezra, Bright Han, Suhail 
Mohammed, Janardhan Pashupati (XI CBSE) 
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Helping Hands !!! 



Under the CAS activities - 'Service' encompasses a host of 
community and social service activities. On 15 October 
Grades I, II & III were thrilled to have senior students, from 
the IBDP, come to their classrooms as teacher assistants. 
Not only did the DP students get hands on experience in 
dealing with needs of young children, even the little ones 
observed their seniors as role models exhibiting various 
attributes of the IB learner profiles. This service activity had 
immense learning benefits for the students. To state a few. 




DP students learnt a variety of teaching techniques, they 
experienced differential teaching, taking responsibility 
and responding to needs of the young children. 
Undoubtedly this learning has enriched the students 
personally and each one of them will have their own 
reflections of how this learning might be applied more 
widelyin their lives. 

While mirrors help us to reflect on our own self, it is the 
window in us that helps us to see beyond personal 
achievements and reach out to the world outside. 





The whole purpose of education is to turn mirrors into 
windows. 

Sydney J. Harris 

Oakridge has always been sensitive to the values of 
empathy, caring and sharing. Sphoorthi- an initiative that 
envisions reaching out to facilitate quality education to 
the children of the school's sub-staff, saw a culmination of 
its Phase-I. The students who participated in the program 
during the year 2010-11 were awarded certificates and 
trophies for successfully completing the same. 

Butas we believe every good thing initiated must continue 
and grow further, the second phase of Sphoorthi was 
launched, with the baton exchanging hands from Ms. 
Rubina (Incharge of Sphoorthi during the year 2010-11) 
to Ms. Mohseena (In-chargefortheyear2011-12). 

The program was graced by Mr. Prasanna, Joint Managing 
Director, People Combine Initiatives, who gave away the 
certificates to the staffinvolved in the program last year. 

Capt. Rohit Sen Bajaj, Principal, OIS Newton campus 
addressed the gathering and shared his valuable thoughts 
besides presenting the awards to the participants. 

Ms. Jyothi Turaga, Vice-Principal, Ms. Hema Sanjay, 
Headmistress and Col. Ravindranath, Bursar, OIS Newton 
Campus also felicitated the student participants. 

Ms. Mohseena shared a few salient features of Sphoorthi 
fortheYear2011-12. 

The program culminated with a song and dance 
performance by the students of Grades XI CBSE and IBDP. 
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Effective Teachers... 

Are not made, they are born - goes a popular saying. 
The innumerable teacher degrees, diplomas awarded to millions of teachers' 
world-wide do not still make a teacher... 



A reading of Stephen Covey's "The Seven Habits of Highly 
Effective People" prompted me to list down the seven 
healthy habits of effective teachers. Having been a teacher 
for a decade and a half and having been on the interview 
panel for half a decade, I had the pleasure of meeting 
excellent, mediocre, average, poor teachers - of all sizes 
and shapes. What makes a good teacher has always 
remained a perennial question unanswered. The seven 
habits listed below are in a nutshell some of the major 
requirements for a teacher. Let's lookatthem! 

Synergize: Spiritual commitment: 

Every educated adult, who walks into a classroom as a 
'teacher', need not be highly knowledgeable but the job 
requires a spiritual commitment to the welfare of 
students. This single character in a person qualifies one to 
become a teacher. A commitment that every minute spent 
with student is for them to learn, a commitment that the 
person stands for the highest, the noblest in ideals - 
makes one a teacher. Let all your energies synergize 
towards the fulfillment of these ideals. 

Be Proactive: Communication skills: 

This one quality which cannot be bought, borrowed or 
stolen neither from a book nor from anyone is perhaps 
one of the most essential traits required of a teacher. A 
teacher has to have strong communication skills, a good 
sense of intonation, pitch modulation and toning. With a 
good strong voice the teachers should be able to reach 
each and every student of the class. A variation in the pitch 
and tone would make the class vibrant, and omit any 
monotonous trills and drills if any Humor is also very 
important and so are personal anecdotes which break the 
mundane routine of teaching & make the teacher come 
alive in the class room. 

Begin with the end in mind: 

All teachers plan, write lesson plans and organize a series 
of lectures in order to complete the lesson. Teachers 
should aim for a constructive or active learning 
environment in the class. Keep the aim in mind and always 
work towards achieving it. Be ready with the lecture notes, 
home work schedule, problems, and activities necessary 
before you enter the class. Reinvent new teaching 



methods. Bring in real - life examples into the classroom 
so that students feel connected. 

Put thingsfront: Prioritize issues: 

Many teachers complain that they are tired by the time 
they come to school and are equally haggard at school and 
at home. Teachers need to learn to prioritize issues on an 
everyday basis. 

As Covey says, "don't prioritize your schedule instead 
schedule your priorities." The best and the brightest of 
students should be challenged. The disinterested must be 
motivated and the student with special needs be enabled. 
The given time is less and the work to be done enormous. 
Good planning and prioritizing helps a long way in 
completion of tasks. 

Thinkwin-win: 

Teachers have to create a win - win situation when they 
help students to discover the answers rather than spoon 
feeding them with information. Use 'n' number of tools - 
multimedia presentation, software, videos, and education 
software so on to make teaching effective. Also remember 
maintain a win - win situation with students - give 
respect and take respect. Students understand you if you 
treatthem as equals. 

Read more and more: 

A teacher who does not read, keep herself abreast of the 
changes taking place in the world, is not in the touch with 
the recent developments will not be accepted by students 
readily Try to broaden your outlook, read more and more, 
relate to the present and find your children relaxing and 
enjoying. 

Practice what you preach: 

In simple words it goes without saying "Practice what you 
preach." Children respect teachers who come to class on 
time, stop at the scheduled time, come prepared to class, 
and give assignment with sufficient time to complete 
them. Never criticize in public, if required a gentle & subtle 
way of reprimanding to be used. Develop different 
teaching styles as there is an amalgamation of students 
with different intelligences in the class. Perhaps, adopting 
the MI (multiple intelligence frameworks) would work. 



51 



Creative Corner 



All the seven habits listed above would become more 
effective if teachers go "the extra mile". It means teachers 
have to take time to meet students outside the 
classrooms, involve and share with the student's failures 
and successes. Students should know that they can come 
to the teacher to talk. Teachers should be tuned to the 
child's educational, psychological & emotional needs. 
Discipline your students but be disciplined yourself. Learn 
to 'Care, Share, & Love'; YOU are a Teacher'. 

Ms. Padma Jyothi (Vice Principal) 

Factand Opinion 

Afactis something real and true, 
Butan opinion is by a crew. 
Gandhiji was a freedom fighter. 
But some people think he is a writer. 

Cricketis an important sport. 
So many news channels report. 
Now, is this an opinion or a fact? 
It's time for you to tell me that. 
Oakridge is an international school. 
And itissuperand cool. 

How do you tell that? 
Because itisafact!!! 

ManavKhaitan(III B) 

Friends 

Bestfriendssticktogethertilltheend, 
They are like a straight line which will not bend. 
They trust each otherforever, 
Nomatteriftheyareapart 
Buttheywillbeyour witness and save the day 
They will never leave your side, they are here to stay 
They help you when you fall. 
Your best friendsare best ofall. 





Kashish(IVD) 

My Pet Labrador 

I have a pet Labrador 

AnditsnameisAquador 

I got a few seeds and kept them in 

the soil 

And in no time my Labrador started 
to spoil 

Mylabradoris so silly 



It's fur got so frilly 

It only gives me company when I have lots of bones 

But never gives me company when I have ice cream cones 

It sleeps very late 

And in the morning comes for food with its plate 
And if it doesn't wake thisiswhatldo 
OhIDearAquadorwakeupfromyoursleep 
Or I'll getthe alarm clock Beep Beep Beep!!! 

AkhilaaVF) 

I learned... 

I learned to take care of the needy from "Mother Teresa" 
I learned to fight against corruption from "Anna" 
I learned to fight for my freedom from 
"Subash Chandra Bose" 

I learned to be great architect from "Shahjahan" 

I learned to be non violentfrom "Gandhiji" 

I learned to fightfor my rights from "Bhagat Singh" 

I learned to write great stories from "Rabindranath 

Tagore" 

I learned to be brave from "Shivaji" 

I learned to be humble from "Sachin Tendulkar" 

I learned to change the world from "Bill Gates" 

I learned to be risktakerfrom "Kalpana Chawla" 

I learned to thinkin a simple wayfrom my "Dad" 

I learned to be happy with what I have from "my little 

sister" & 

I'm learning how to be one of the great ones of the future 
from "Oakridge" 

Samyu Kamtam(IV E) 

100 Dollars... 

Today my mother gave me 100 dollars telling me that I 
had to give it to someone helpless. I decided to give it to 
somebody really needy and poor. I went to the outskirts of 
the city looking for someone who deserved the $100. 1 saw 
people begging on the streets, but I felt that a person who 
deserved the money had to be happy and contented. 

I went further and saw a colony. I was shocked to see the 
condition of the huts. Roofs were caving in, cracks were 
getting bigger on walls, doors were hanging weakly on 
their hinges and spider webs were everywhere. But still, 
there was a family living in one of the huts. 

Even in their destitute condition, they welcomed me with 
delight. I observed that they were very happy and always 
smiling. I was delighted that my search had come to an 
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end. I pushed the money into their hands and told them to 
take care of their needs. I then left, satisfied. 

Ritvik(VA) 

My Dodo 

My Dodo used to walkaround 
And take in the sun and the air. 
The sun yet warms his native ground 
Butalas! Mydodoisnotthere. 

The voice which used to squawk and squeak is nowforever 
dumb 

Yetyou may see his bones and beak 
All in the museum. 

Siri Reddy.P(VD) 

Peace on Earth 

Every night before I sleep, 
I pray to God on Earth to keep. 
Peace and harmony among all men. 
So that all people can live again. 

Where friendship and love rule the heart. 
Where colour and race are no longer a part. 
Where people walktogetherasone. 
Where brotherhood and peace have truly won 

Dimple (VC) 

Summer Days 

Summer days are always fun 

We can play all day in the sun 

The summer vacation is best of all 

With the jingling music of the ice cream stall 

When the sun comes up in the scorching heat 

A juicy mango is always a treat 

When the bright sun falls in my eye 

And the air is filled with the birds' cry 

Cut a lemon with your knife to make a sweet and salty 

drink 

And the inside of a watermelon, juicy and pink 
The taste of fizzy drinks makes me sure it is summer 
Summer is when you get to relax with a glass of 
lemonade by your side 
You can't help but whisper "this is life" 

But night is the best at the sea 

With all the waves crashing on the sandy beach 



After a tiring day 

The breeze is cool and there is a beautiful sunset 
disappearing over the horizon 
That is the true meaning of summer 

Ananya (VC) 



A Moon Less Night 

The bright day 
And the dark night 
For protection I pray 
As there's no lightat night 

There's no moonlight 
Alas! It's a moonless night 
I can't sleep tight 
It's cold outside 

It's so dark, what a fright 

Scary and spooky 

It's better ifl call mommy right? 



Ithinkl'll dream nowand close my eyes 
And wake up next morning to see the surprise 
Thereis light! 

I'm not scared like I was last night! 
Ria Cecilia (VI F) 

Birds 

Violet, Orange, Green and Blue 
All thecoloursare here foryou. 

You can see all these colours in birds. 
They have mouth but have no words. 



Birdsflyinthesky, 
Which is very high. 

Their home is a tree. 
They live very free. 

Birds have grace. 

And an adorable body and face 



They have colourful wings 
That are as precious as golden rings, 

Though they become old. 
They shinein my heart likegold! 

Harika (VI G) 
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Archeological Art Forms of India 
Becoming The Source of Designing 

India, the land of exquisite culture and divinity is holding 
the art forms together and exhibiting them to the whole 
world with a great sense of pride. THE BRIHADEESWARA 
TEMPLE' located in Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, is the crown of 
behemoth exhibit and it is my current inspiration for 
designing. Designing is not restricted to the fabrics, it is 
much more diverse. As I take this mighty temple in Tamil 
Nadu as an inspiration there are few things which I or any 
designer has to follow in order to get some beautiful 
design concepts. The first thing to be taken into 
consideration is to conduct a detailed study of the story 
behind the theme - What, Where and Who? After that a 
specific portion or a motif or a part of the temple is taken 
and enlarged pictures are selected. That leads to the 



theme board. Then I have to decide a mood of my 
designs/collection. 

I would take elegant Indian couture as the ultimate 
collection and mood as a romantic scenario. 

Given below is the mood board which I would be choosing 
for my collection, as the inspirational work from 
Brihadeeswara Temple. In this way my study and the 
archeological inspirational work coincide in creating 
something which is beautiful and one of its kind. 

Shravya (Faculty, Fashion Technology) 
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Components of Food 

There are six main components of food, 
Which arevery healthy and good. 

First comes carbohydrates 
Which gives us energy great. 

One important componentisfats, 
Like cheese which is eaten by rats. 

For muscles building,we need proteins 
Some of them are milk, pulses and soya beans. 

There are 13 types of vitamins. 
Which are necessary and need to go in. 

To stay healthy we need minerals, 
Like orange, milk and vegetables. 

Plants give usfibre. 
They might be sweet sour or bitter. 

These are all the six main components of food. 
Which arevery healthy and good. 

Rhea and Esha (VIC) 

Oakridge 

On my first day of school at Oakridge, I was really scared. I 
thought to myself, 'Will the 
teachers like me? 'Will I make 
new friends'? 'Will I like the 
school'? I was really nervous. As I 
entered my classroom, I saw 
bright faces staring at me. My new 
teacher greeted me with a big 
smile and so did all my classmates. They all made me feel 
athome. 

Yes, I had trouble in the beginning. I knewit wasn't so easy 
living in a different environment, but all the teachers 
helped me out especially Raksha ma'am. Without her I 
honestly wouldn't have been able to adjust to a new 
school with such ease. She helped me be a good 
communicator, helped me be very 
brave and bold and most of all she has 
taught me how to be a good friend and 
student. I thank her from the bottom of 
my heart. 

My friends were a great help too. They 
understand what it's to move to 






someplace you don't know much about. I am very 
grateful to everyone who helped me and now I can say, I 
am proud to be in Oakridge with my head held high, no 
longer scared, but ready. 

Lekha Donur(VIG) 

Nature 

Trees are tall. 
Trees are short. 

Trees are everywhere and a lot. 
If you want to stop deforestation. 
Then let us do afforestation. 
Ifyou are cutting trees 
Then you are destroying homes of birds. 
Then you are destroying homes of animals. 
Then you are destroying the homes of all of us. 
There are tracks, there are treats, 
Butthere is nothing nicer than trees. 

ShreyaSinha (VI E) 

Formy Teacher 

I thoughtthat I would hate your class; 
Work only hard enough to pass. 

I never was much good at math; 
I always struggled in the past. 

Butinthatfirstweekof school; 
I saw that you were really cool. 

Somehowyou made math fun; 
With me that makes you numberone. 

You truly put my mind at ease; 
And then I started to believe, 
Thatlcoulddothisifltried. 
So,allmydoubtsI brushed aside. 
And when I aced that first test; 
I knew that I was truly blessed. 
To have an awesome teacher like you; 
Who makes MATH fun and simple too!! 

IWILLMISSYOUMAAM!! 

ShreyaVootkuri (VI F) 

Stereotypes and Judgments 

Imagine a beautiful angel with wavy golden hair flowing 
down her back, piercing blue eyes, rosebud lips and pale 
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pink wings. Imagine her on a unicorn - a majestic horse 
with a twisty, silvery horn on its forehead. Now, imagine an 
old witch riding on her broomstick, chuckling with a deep 
crackle, dressed in black from head to toe. She's got a long 
bent nose just like her conical hat. 

If I were to ask you who was evil, your answer would be 
obvious. Of course, it had to be the witch. She was dressed 
in black, rode on a broomstick and had sharp, pointed 
features with a dark laugh. Did it ever occur to you that she 
may have a liking for color black? She maybe cursed with 
bad genes that gave her a pointed nose and her creepy 
laugh? She couldn't afford a more sophisticated, expensive 
vehicle to travel on? 

Ever since we were young we were read fairy tales of how 
the young and beautiful stopped the old, ugly creatures 
from taking over the world, from doing wrong things and 
from living. We have never thought that, maybe the old, 
ugly creatures were actually good, maybe they would rule 
the world efficiently, providing love and care to whoever 
was in need. Maybe the young and beautiful people were 
planning to rob citizens, and misuse their love. Maybe 
what the "evil" creatures were doing was right and they 
weren'tactuallyevil. 

Let's take another example that occurs in schools and 
completely contradicts the above. When we know a 
person looks good and is popular, a million stereotypes 
rise in our mind - we find ourselves thinking that the 
person is not a very good student, is mean and hates 
anyone outside his or her friend circle. When we know a 
student is a diligent, hard worker with good grades but not 
so a great looker, we immediately assume that the person 
is boring and shunned by other pupils. 

It's ironic how we talk about overcoming stereotypes, 
overcoming baseless judgments, which we are doing, but 
on a very small scale. We are fighting to stop sexism and 
racism but still hold offending stereotypes against the 
minorities. We must learn that stereotypes lead to 
backward thinking, like, girls are often thought of as slow 
and dumb which leads to men thinking they are only 
suitable to stay at home. 

Overcoming issues about baseless judgments due to 
stereotypes is difficult, but not impossible. Stereotypes are 
only created because they are so often conceived to be 
true. Although it's hard not to judge a person, no matter 



how little we know about them, it's essential we 
understand them first. 

Misconceptions often affect people's feelings and 
sometimes lowers their self-esteem. Although it may 
sound far-fetched when I say that misconceptions and 
stereotypes can lead to psychological issues such as 
anorexia and depression. This is all due to a humungous 
misconception based on judgment and stereotype. 

Now that we know what can happen by following 
stereotypes and judging people, we need to stop it. 

Although it seems a herculean task but can we all make a 
difference by altering our mindsetsjust a little bit????? 

PayalD(IXIGCSE) 

My every morning 

My dream is curtailed, just like every weekday 
I hear the roar of the battleship; 
The screech of my mother. 
"You're late! You're late!" 
Thisismyeverymorning. 

Upon arrival, the playground is a battlefield. 

The Captain is our leader; exclaiming explosively the 

strategy of life. 

The sun is our enemy; Debilitating each of us ants with its 
galled gaze. 

Thisismyeverymorning. 

We have escaped the enemy. 

lam nowin a safe terrain, or I thought. 

Hook up and suddenly tears ofamberfallfrommysoul; 

there she is, my teacher. Present !! 

Agonizinglyscrutinizing my each action 

waiting for a chance to complain to my mother. 

I couldn't meet her stare; my eyes drip blood when I do. 

Butthen again, thisismyeverymorning. 

TarunDevireddi (IBXIB) 

Apathy -No Way !!! 

Recently I heard something very disturbing: "It's sad to see 
how the young generation of today is apathetic towards 
the world around them". After reflecting on that 
statement, I came to believe that such a statement would 
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be a fallacy as it is an immense generalization. Many 
students today in fact actively participate and take interest 
in the community around them. They partake in 
numerous extra-curricular such as: Model UN, dance, 
debate, sports, drama, etc. In fact, I believe that making 
such an irrational comment proves one's own aloofness 
toward the reality of the situation. 

Model United Nations or MUN is a growing phenomenon 
amongst thousands of high school and college students 
who flock to conferences all over the world. Having been to 
three conferences myself, I had the opportunity of 
meeting countless individuals from all over the world and 
learning about various cultures and civilizations. I have 
observed that all these students have one thing in 
common, the love for: History, international politics, 
human relations, diplomacy, etc. 

This sufficiently proves that there is a growing number of 
students in this world who wish to take on the challenges 
and issues we face today and discover innovative solutions 
for these problems. While MUN encourages participation 
on an International level, youngsters today actively 
participate in local activities as well. Events such as the lOK 
run, tree planting drive by the P3PA (an environmental 
organization), routine community service at agencies 
such as the Blue Cross, Spoorthi, and sporting 
competitions exhibit the increasing concern towards 
society amongst theyoung adults of Hyderabad. 

In conclusion I would like to re-iterate that the young 
generation of today is everything but apathetic toward the 
world around them. Instead, they are ready to move out of 
their comfort zones and explore the vast and interesting 
world out there. As the great Pope John Paul II once said, "A 
community needs a soul if it is to become a true home for 
human beings.You,the people must give itthis soul". 

RohitReddy (XIIBDP) 

Murphy's Law - The Reasons 
Why Things Go Wrong !! 

Murphy's Law popularly known as Sods Law- explains the 
truth of human existence: that if anything can go wrong, it 
will. 

Murphology has provided the only comfort possible- 
laughter- for all those who have ever been maddened by 
things going wrong, with a set of rules offering a wise and 



witty view of the human dilemma in the cosmos. 

Have you ever received a phone call the minute you sat 
down for the dinner? The bus you wanted to take has just 
left, or it stopped raining just after you bought an 
umbrella? Perhaps you realized at the time that 
something was afoot that some universal principle was 
just out ofyour grasp, itching to be a named. 

Here then is the compilation of wit and wisdom of 
Murphy's Law providing us all with little relief and a tickle. 

• If you hit two keys on the typewriter, the one that you do 
notwant hits the paper. 

• The one time in the day you lean back and relax is the 
one time the boss walks through the office. 

• You are never given enough time and money. 

• Smile, tomorrowwillbeworse. 

• When a plane you are on is late, the connecting plane is 
on time. 

• An ounce of image is worth a pound of performance. 

• If you cannot convince them confuse them. 

• If people listen to themselves more often, they would 
talk less. 

• If a problem causes many meetings, the meetings 
eventually become more important than the problem. 

s He who shouts loudest has the floor. 

• If you have a hammer, everything looks like a nail. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism; to steal 
from many is research. 

• The chance of the bread falling with the butter side 
down is directly proportional to the cost of the carpet. 

Source: Murphy's Law complete by Arthur Bloch. 
Published by Arrow books. 1986 

Ms. Sulochana. Gopu (Sr. Librarian) 
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Into the Solar System 

We the excited students of Grade five were led to the sky 
theatre on a field trip to the Biria Planetarium. In the 
middle of the room was a weird looking contraption. It 
turned outto be a projector; butthat wasn't your everyday 
projector. The lights went off, and the little "show" started. 

It was amazing. The projector showed us all about the 
Solar System and its planets, loads of details from 
atmosphere- Mercury to bitter cold Pluto. We also saw 
some constellations like Cygnus and Scorpius, and it was 
nice to know the names both in English and Hindi. I really 
liked the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter. Starting 
from Jupiter, we sawthe 'Realm of Gas Giants.' 

This trip was totally AWESOME! I loved the projection and 
whatittaughtme: lamfondofastronomyandjudging by 
my classmate and friend's reactions, so were they. Some 
details were just too remarkable; I was really inspired by 
the beauty of our Universe. 

Thank you BirIa Planetarium, for making this field trip so 
memorableforallofus! 

Kapa KritiArohi (VB) 

An Adventure Experience 
at Dandeli 

The four day adventure trip of class VIII , organised by 
"Wandering bee holidays; adventure unlimited", started 
from Nampally railway station to reach Hubli the next day. 
From there it was a two hour drive to the Hornbill 
adventure Camp@Dandeli. The breathtakingly beautiful 



place with rich flora and fauna, streams and waterfalls, 
truly enchanted the seventy five students and seven 
faculty members. The night trekking event was a 
wonderful experience where everyone was required to 
walkin a singlefile with torch lights. 

The days at the camp were laden with activities and 
games without a single dull moment to talk about. The 
activities included acid river, blind sheep, roller coaster and 
save the earth, rappelling, valley crossing, mute and 
dragon and rope walking etc. A round of the local jungle 
safari and Syntheri rock, one of the tallest natural cliff 
ofl340m.eroded by the river Kaneri with waterfalls was 
another amazing experience. With a camp fire every night 
and a grand finale with music and dance on the last day, 
this trip is edged in our minds as a memorable one. 
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Camp Tusker 



Well! While the city of Hyderabad was in a state of turmoil, 
the IX and X graders escaped to the beautiful city of 
Rishikesh and Haridwarvia Delhi. 




We started off at the Rajeev Gandhi International airport 
on 1 October . The entire day went by in travelling, but we 
were relieved to finally reach Camp Panther and Tusker, 
both of which are part of the Snow leopard Adventures, 
that wasfounded by Mr. Ajeet Bajaj in 1990. 

Terribly exhausted, we reached the camp site and crashed 
in our assigned tents. The following day started with half a 
day trek which included stream crossing. It was an 
extremely enjoyable and refreshing experience, in fact we 
went for it twice. After the rigorous and arduous hike, we 
reached the camp for food and beverages. A few hours 
later, we proceeded to the beach camp. It was beautiful 
and serene. We played all kinds of team sports, like tug-of- 
war, beach volleyball, Kabaddi and Kho-kho. The following 
day we trekked to a lovely waterfall with our packed lunch, 
and stopped forahalfanhourto take somephotos. 



After 3 nights at Camp Panther and Tusker, the two grades 
swapped territories. At Camp Tusker we first visited a 
nearby orphanage to meet the resident students. This 
place was very well developed with spacious classrooms 
and dormitories. The orphanage had well dressed and 
educated students with proper etiquette and behaviour. 
Camp tusker began in full throttle with a bonfire in the 
night, accompanied by skits and plays to lighten the 
moment. The following day, we went around the area on 
bikes and after falling and skidding around, we finally 
reached the camp leg. The final day included visits the 
Ram and Lakshman Julah, both places of religious 
significance in the city of Rishikesh. 

It was time to leave. We all left the camp with gloomy 
faces, but with a feeling of pride having completed all 
those demanding and tough tasks and with memories 
that we could share with our friends and families in 
Hyderabad. 

AnushreeShukla(XCBSE) 
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A Memorable Ice Breaker - The Vikarabad Trip 

The academic session of the IBDP for the year 2011-12 
began with an Ice-Breaker Camp at Vikarabad for the 
students oflBDP XI and XII. 

The Camp organised by Edurite was well planned and had 
a number of interesting individual and team building 
activities. 

The two day camp saw the students develop and nurture 
the profiles of being a risk-taker, a good communicator, a 
principled participant, a reflective learner to being open- 
minded to other's opinionsin the team. 

The wait for the excursion ended on Saturday, 23 July, as 
two bus-loads of IB students and teachers rode 60 km 
away from the city to a green campsite in Vikarabad. The 
segregation between XI and XII IB was prevalent for only a 
short while. In fact, on the arrival at the campsite, it was 
impossible to distinguish the two grades. 

After a short introductory session, we were split up into 
four groups - The Marauders, Pink Floyd, The Hooters and 
The East India Company. Each team represented a 
different color and each member sported a team ribbon 





on his or her arm. The formation of the teams did help 
'break the ice' as the need ofthe hour was team work. 

The myriad activities which we participated in included - 
team walking (walking on two planks as a team), A- 
formation (in which we had to balance a person on a 
wooden a-frame using only ropes), rock climbing (which 
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sadly, had no variations from the original). We also walked 
across single-roped bridges (Burma Bridge), rolled around 
in a huge plastic ball (Zorbing) and slid down cables 
between the hills on a zipline. 

An exercise for our creative energy was when we were 
given small drums, a tambourine, a guitar, with a 
seemingly simple task at hand - to compose a melody. 
Although it seemed difficult at first (we could not use any 
lyrics), after a while of brainstorming and drum-tapping, a 
tune did emerge. A competition followed to see which 
team had composed the most innovative and best- 
sounding piece of music. Thefinal products were definitely 
amazing and awesome. 

To end this fun filled day, all of us took a trek in the dark 
with just a candle in our hands. The candles were not 

I 




supposed to get extinguished till the end of the trek where 
we all stood in a circle and sang a few songs by candlelight. 

The following day's events included 'laughter session', an 
entertaining game of capture the flag, a team building 
blindfold activity ,an inter-team blanket volleyball (team 
vs. team) and an attempt to cross the Pogo Bridge-a 
rickety bridge at a height-without being hit by the balls 
shooting up from below. Both these activities involved 
team spirit and support with everybody cheering for 
everybody else. 

Overall, this Ice Breaker weekend helped us immensely to 
get to know and understand each other better. We all felt 
extremely sad once it was over, and will definitely cherish 
this trip for years to come. 

PalashikaBhat(XIIBDP) 




Adventure Camps, Field Trips 

L J 



Tales of an Adventure Enthusiast 

The students of the Junior and senior school had an 
interesting interaction with an adventure enthusiast 
Mr. Ajit Bajaj and a peep into the photo gallery of his 
amazing adventures - from cross-country skiing, 
adventures in the North Pole, his expedition of unfurling 
the Indian flag in the South Pole, an expedition to 
Greenland with his daughter. Kayaking and swimming in 
the Arctic Ocean, exploring of Kilimanjaro and the 
Himalayas amongst many. Facing sub -zero temperatures 
and working in tough conditions, he believed in 
determination and a never say die attitude. His belief - the 
f i rst ste p 1 0 s u cce ss i s to sta rt d rea m i n g . 

Thoughts reflected by him included - the importance of 
team work, care for animals, sensitivity towards the 
extinction of animals and global warming. To seek 
adventure, one had to be a risk taker but needed to be 
caring and compassionate as well. 

This added a further impetus to the adventure streak in 
the Oakridgers - who are trained to face the world as risk 
takers 

A few Questions to Mr. Ajeet Bajaj 
by our inquirers 

Q. 1 When you were on your expeditions did you see 
any people? 

Not really, we did not see many people during our 
expedition. 



Well, penguins and seals live there but we were close to 
the South Pole so couldn't sight anything. 

How do you take pictures in cold weather? 

Batteries freeze fast. I keep the camera in my pocket and 
snap photos quickly. 

What sleeping system did you use? 

Our sleeping system was called the Polar sleeping system. 
We would put two mattresses and then our sleeping bags 
on top. We would melt ice and boil water and put it in 
covers which were placed under our sleeping bag to keep 
warm. 

Whatwasyour greatest danger? 

Our greatest danger was managing the cold. 

How could you swim in the Arctic Ocean? 

We had an emersion tool which zips you up in your 
clothes. There is a little air inside. You are totally sealed 
exceptforyourface. 

Whatdoyoudoifsomeonefallssick? 

We have first aid and are all professionally trained. We 
have satellite phones to get in contact with doctors. 
Otherwise we could call a helicopter. 

Whatwasthe best place in your trip? 

I'm lucky. I loved almost every place I have been to. Nature 
has its own beauty and each place has its own charm. 

Can you plan a trip for us? 

I'll have to see about that one. I'll try to plan one for you. 



Did you see any animals in the South Pole? 



Ria .1 (VI F) 



OIS Art Gallery 
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Students' Art Exhibition - 2011 

The final art works of IBDP Grade XII Visual Art students were presented in an exhibition on 
26 March 2011. In preparation for the IB Visual Art examination, the exhibition takes the 
form of an interview with a visiting examiner focusing on the creative and original exhibits 
of the students' artwork produced over two years. 

The exhibits were creatively planned and displayed by the five students, Grace, Julian, 
ManishaandSanjana. 
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Edvard Munch's portrait 



Critical Analysis - Art 



The Scream' 

I have chosen The Scream (1893) by Edvard Munch as my 
painting for analysis. My first impression of the painting is 
that the figure is very troubled in the gloomy environment 
and seems very suicidal. 
However, the 'sky' in the 
painting has various tones, 
which make it bright. This 
contradicts the expression and 
posture of the figure. 




What I observe in this painting 
is the place where the figure is 
positioned. It seems to be a 
bridge under a twilight sky 
beside a large fast flowing river. All strokes in this painting 
are smooth and do not have defined endings. Even though 
the water does not have ripples to show its movement, the 
fact that the amount of paint used on this canvas is very 
little, clarifies that the water was intended to move swiftly. 
I also observed that the horizon isn't very well defined, 
implying that the area around this place is not plain and 
flat land. It is uneven which means it is hilly and with the 
river flowing in the middle it seems to be like a valley The 
colours used in this painting are very bold and attract a lot 
of attention. I also noticed two figures to the extreme left 
of the painting ata distance. 

The contrast between 
the thickness of the 
paint used in the sky 
and on the figure 
compared with the 
water is very different. 
By the looks of the 
painting, I feel Edvard Munch's work was Alia Prima; the 
water has a very thin yet bold layer of Prussian blue and 
since the brush work was loose and in one motion, the 
water seems to be flowing. The curves and bends of the 
river are very visible as the brush strokes move with the 
flow. 

Coming to the figure, Edvard Munch portrayed his inner 
self in this painting. The figure tells the viewer about his 
troubled childhood and the agony he faced as a five year 
old child and his younger days after his mother passed 
away The expression was a troubled and shocked one 
more than sad and depressed. It also seemed to me that 
the expression also showed fear; fear of the future. 



Thicknesses of paint 
used in representing water 



The colours used are very 
contrasting, however this is the 
factor that drew my attention in 
the first place. The background 
and foreground have no colours 
in common and the change 
between these colours is not 
gradual. The perspective of the 
painting is accurate near the 
bridge where as at the meanders 
of the river, I found it a little odd 
and uneven. 



The sky is doused with paint as large thick strokes were 
used. The blend between the shades of orange 
(permanent deep yellow acrylic paint) and yellow is not 
significant. They show the day ending into a dark night. 
Munch made use of the complimentary colours blue and 
orange for land and sky respectively. Strips of warm red 
appeared between yellow. Occasionally he also made use 

of yellow ochre to 
bring sky and land 
together so as to 
keep the view in 
the same painting. 




SnSd^S dt orange in the sky^ 



I assume that a maximum of six colours were used to 
make this brilliant piece of art. 



Expression of fear and shock 



In my opinion, the basic 
theme ofthis painting, is 
the inner emotions felt 
by Edvard Munch. He is 
trying to represent 
himself in a vague form 
of a human being. The 
details ofthe face are not 
well defined. The shape 
of the face and its 
features do not seem 
realistic. However, the hands and the little part ofthe body 
present are very realistic. The idea seems creative as it is 
very hard to depict oneself in an emotion that cannot be 
explained by adjectives such as frustration or anger. The 
emotions go beyond whatis actually shown. 

AnaghaPrasan(IBXI) 
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French 

Asterix et Obelix - 
LE GRAND COMBAT 

Le livre tourne autour les vies des Romains et les Gaulois. 
lis se disputent toujours, done les Romain decident de finir 
cette histoire. lis invitent les Gaulois au « Grand Combat ». 
Leperdantperd tout! 

Le probleme commence quand les Gaulois perdent 
I'espoir de gagner parce que leur druide, Panoramix, perd 
son memoire. Beaucoup des idees sont offertes pour 
aider Panoramix. Finalement ils trouvent un druide pour 
le soigner mais Obelix finit parjeter un pierre sur la tete du 
druide. 

Le livre est interessant mais peut etre ennuyeux si on n'est 
pas interesse par les bandes dessinees. Je 
recommanderais le livre a tout les amateurs de BDs. 

Le morale du livre est « ne renonce jamais I'espoir ». 

NehaREDDY(IXF) 

Ma Maison 

Ma maison est grande. II y a quatre chambres, une cuisine, 
un salon et une salle a manger. J'aime ma chambre. II y a 
une tele et un lit. La chambre de ma soeur est grande aussi. 
Dans la chambre de mes parents il y a un grand lit et une 
tele. Dans la cuisine il y a n micro-ondes et le gaz. II y a une 
piscine dans le jardin. Le jardin est joli. II y a beaucoup de 
fleurs. 

NehaC. (VII H) 

Spanish 

Abismo generacional - 
Generation Gap 

Abismo generacional es un termino mas moderno por la 
diferencia entre las generaciones; las actitudes y los 
comportamientos de las generaciones mas jovenes y los 
mayores. El avance inevitable del tiempo y las tecnologias 
hacen la introduccion de nuevas ideas, nuevas creencias, y 
nuevos valores inevitable. Como resultado de la diferencia 
en el panorama general de la vida, lo causa la diferencia de 
opiniones, los valores sociales, el manierismo y el 
comportamiento entre los jovenes y las personas 
mayores. 



El conflicto generacional puede ser indicado por la 
diferencia de ideas entre los jovenes y las personas 
mayores en la familia. Los avances tecnologicos 
desempehan un gran papel en la ampliacion de la brecha 
de las generaciones. Los jovenes son mas rapidos para 
aceptar y adoptar estas tecnologias, a diferencia de la 
generacion anterior. Asi lo consideran los ancianos 
conservadores de su familia como muy anticuado. Por otro 
lado, las personas mayores desprecian los valores 
modernos que llaman el "internet" y los valores de la 
"globalizacion". Consideran que lageneracion joven es 
superficial, y les faltan de los conocimientos y la 
profundidad moral. La diferencia incluye los valores 
morales y sociales, como las diferentes generaciones vean 
nociones tales como el matrimonio, el amor, la felicidad, la 
decencia, el decoro y desde diferentes perspectivas. 

Dentro del contexto social, el comportamiento de las 
generaciones jovenes, en general, es visto por el desden 
por las generaciones mayores. Es natural que cada epoca 
tenga sus propios codigos sociales que incluyen la forma 
de vestir, de comportamiento, y de tener relaciones con 
otros. Por otra parte, las generaciones mayores creen en la 
tradicion y lascostumbres antiguas, que consideran como 
parte de su patrimonio cultural. Las generaciones mas 
jovenes, sin embargo, prefieren adoptar los valores 
modernos, y como resultado, crear sus propias formas de 
comportamiento. En otras palabras, los mas jovenes se 
compartan de acuerdo a las costumbres universales y 
consideran que las viejas nociones de respeto a los 
ancianos, y de ser sobrio y digno en su presencia como 
rigidoydeunestiloviejo. 

Es un hecho de vida que la brecha generacional o 
"choque" es algo que ha existido y sigue siguiendo existir 
desde entonces que el hombre existio en la tierra. No se 
limite a ciertas partes del mundo, en ciertos momentos de 
la historia humana o de ciertas culturas. Es un fenomeno 
universal. 

Ramya Baddam(IBDPXIIA) 

Solo por hoy 

(Just for today) 

Como todos sabemos existen muchas formas de 
contaminar al medio ambiente, pero no quiero hablar 
sobre los tipos de contaminacion, lo que quiero es que te 
pongas a pensar que pasaria si solo por un dia no tiraras 
ese papel, esa lata de refresco que tanto te gusta o aquella 
bolsadetusfriturasfavoritasenlacalle. 
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NO I IRAR BASrRA 




Es facil decir ino yo no contamino! ^iPero realnnente es 
asi? 



El otro dia estaba en el autobus y un nino festejaba su 
cumpleanos, como es tradicion, ofrecio chocolates a 
todos los del autobus, uno de ellos pequeno como de 8 
0 9 anos, al terminar de comer su chocolate empezo a 
buscar donde poner su basura al no encontrar lugar 
para depositaria vio que el autobus no habia avanzado 
y se levanto y tiro el papel desde la puerta a la calle, 
inadie le dijo nada! Yo lo llame y le pregunte, porque 
tiraba su papel en la calle, si el pensaba que afuera del 
autobus era un gran basurero para tirar lo que fuera? 
Solo me miro con extraheza y dijo 'Tm sorry ma'am". 
Esa frase la escucho a diario por los pasillos y en los 
salones de clase y eso quiere decir que tanto los nihos 
como los jovenes, saben lo que estan haciendo solo 
evaden sus actos con esa frase, para que los profesores 
nolosmolestenmas. 

Pero para todo esto, ^ide que sirven tantas campahas en 
el colegio para cuidar tu salud, tu higiene, tu 
alimentacion, tu medio ambiente, si no se esta 
actuando de verdad? Creo que es mucho mas 
importante el HACER que el DECIR y si solo por un dia 
ACTUAS puedes marcar mucha diferencia. 

Tu que eres un profesor o tu que te estas preparando 
para en un futuro aportar algo importante a tu pais y 
que estudias tanto para lograr todos aquellos suehos 
que tienes, empieza por cuidar donde vives, no lo 
contaminesy veras como en un dia algo cambia. 



Tus eres VOZ pero una voz, sin fuerza no sirve de nada, asi 
que pasa este mensaje a todo aquel que creas que le 
gustara vivir en un lugar limpio y no oler al salir de casa 
basura, sino todos aquellos aromas que hay en la 
naturaleza y que te aseguro son magnificos. iSolo tu eliges 
el mundo que quieres vivir! 
LigiaZecua 

Crisis de identidad 

La tierra prometida ya no es la misma que hace 20 anos 
anteriores para los inmigrantes de India, y este cambio 
repentino en las oportunidades en el hogar ha alimentado 
una pregunta aun mas fuerte, en ellos'^ideben volver?" El 
escenario de hace 20 anos era completamente diferente 
que hoy. Ir a Estados Unidos ha significado un avance 
hacia una mayor oportunidad, economia mas fuerte, y 
sociedad mas eficiente y estable, para establecerse. Desde 
el principio, comenzo con los estudiantes que acudian a la 
tierra del sueho Americano que garantiza un mejor nivel 
de vida, con sus aspiraciones de academicas o 
empresariales. Esto habia creado un "fuga de cerebros" 
para la India en el pasado cuando todos los jovenes 
inteligentes dejaron su pais para convertirse en un parte 
del otro. Luego, esta salida contamino una poblacion mas 
grande, y muy pronto familias tambien empezaron a ir a 
los Estados Unidos. Sin embargo, parece que los mareas 
han sido convirtiendo en las ultimas decadas a favor de la 
madre patria, un vez abandonado. 

Imagine que haga unas decadas cuando India estaba 
bregando con la reforma politica y economica, y no tenga 
el futuro financiero bueno para sus ciudadanos. Durante 
este periodo, losindios nativostenian poca dificultad en su 
traslado desde el domicilio hasta el extranjero; fue la 
decision ideal para todos que estaban dispuestos a asumir 
el riesgo. Aunque un hecho de vida, lo que fue ayer no 
puede serlo mahana. Mientras que hoy la economia de los 
Estados Unidos se encuentra en el frente de lucha y caida, 
la economia inda ha convertido rapidamente y se pone su 
mismo en el mercado global como un jugador destacado. 
La introduccion de numerosas multinacionales en el pais 
de desarrollo, ha hecho en un lugar atractivo para 
inmigracion nuevo y viejo. Todavia, a pesar de que India 
ahora tiene el potencial financiero para crecimiento 
positivo, los inmigrantes indios en otros paises consiguen 
atener mucha dificultad ensusdecisionespara regresar 
asuhogarono.^iPorque? 

La problema una vez simple no hay el mismo hoy. El tema 
de inmigracion ya no gira en torno de oportunidad 
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economica; ha sido mas complicado. Para los inmigrantes 
que han hecho sus familias en una nueva pais, la llamada 
de su casa es una tentacion y dilema. Para los padres, el 
principal incentivo para regresar a India es la capacidad a 
criar sus hijos con los valores correctos y en la cultura que 
los recibieron. Es importante que los padres escojan conno 
quieran criar sus hijos: como individuos fuertes e 
independientes, el modo Americana, o colmarles y 
preservar su inocencia, el modo indio. Aparte de los 
cuestiones sobre el nihos, es necesario que considerar las 
diferencias de la sociedad. Las nuevas generaciones y los 
generaciones antes se han acostumbrado en la vida 
eficiente extranjera, y la vida que los padres imagen a 
regresar a, las dias de su infancia, ya no existe. Todavia, hay 
beneficias en el otro mano; trasladar a India crea la 
oportunidad a los nihos para estar mas cerca de sus 
abuelos y experimentar su cultura. Las pros y contras son 
diferentes en cada situacion. 

Al final del dia, hay no lugar mejor de la casa, pero la idea 
de globalizacion ha cambiado esta nocion totalmente. 
Ahora, tenemos gente que numerosas nacionalidades, 
viviendo en todas partes del mundo. En el mundo de hoy, 
el ciudadano global es el ciudadano internacional. Pero, la 
pregunta que "Jos inmigrantes deben devolver a su 
madre patria?" queda una decision yseleccion y personal. 

Mounika Donur(IBDPXII) 

Oakridge ante ojos mexicanos 

Oakridge desde mis primeros dias ha sido una bomba de 
multiples regateos como el tener que estar cambiando de 
asiento en el autobus para poder tener un lugar definitivo, 
hasta el ir por varios dias despues de la hora de la comida 
para saber si ese dia recibire o no mi credencial del colegio, 
conocere al director o si firmare mi contrato. 




Nunca sabes que pasara si se ira la luz cuando estas 
usando la computadora y tienes que entregar un trabajo, 
que comeras en el almuerzo o si al otro dia trabajaras o no 
porlasconstanteshuelgas. 

Definitivamente es una caja de sorpresas y para mi eso lo 
hace tan diferente e unico el poder trabajar en este pais y 
con gente que a su manera te apoya y te regala una 
sonrisa. 

Debo decir que lo que mas me ha gustado es ver como en 
el autobus y en el almuerzo tanto los profesores como los 
alumnossemezclanytodos sinimportarloquehaganson 
una pequeha parte de Oakridge donde sus mismas voces 
hablando unos en ingles, otros en hindi o telugu y unos 
pocos en espahol y frances generan la energia de este 
colegio. 

Decidi dejar temporalmente Mexico para mudar de aires y 
elegi una ruta hacia un pais completamente diferente a la 
mayoria, India donde a pesar de que el idioma seria una 
parte de aprendizaje para mi, tambien el mio seria un 
aprendizaje para otros. Asi que espero que esta 
experiencia siga como empezo y que el espahol cumpla su 
misionconlosalumnos. 

LigiaZecua 

Hindi 

^5TFT^^^^ %^ ^ t W 

t ? m\^\< ^ ^ TJ^ 

m\^\< %^ t c^Nch ^ f I 

3fr^ M ^ 3TT^4^f4)d ^ "^cpff M g^ 
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^ % ^ tl^MK ^ f ^ FT ^ "t^ 

%^:^^H|^chdl %^^^4lf^^l ^^^^^^tl 

3Tcft^'^7IFT^3T^%f^, (IBDP-XIA) 

^ ^cf ^ ^Kdl^ dMiRcbl % arfWKt ^ eft w t 

^dk dHlRch^t I Wt^^^^ 3N^%^^ m\ ?X 

^ i^^w ^ ^ ^^T^, f%Fr f f% F 

^ WT tl cft^, WtT, "^^mK ^r^lR % 
3T^-3T^ tl % W ^ 

3R ^ ^ f^i^FTt % 3t1^T^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t, "eft FT 
cRf -"d^ % ^^TT ^ ^ 1 1 ^TKcT ^ ^^TT "dk 

cRf %^ tl TT^^fTReft, ^^^^T^kTT tl 

^TT, ^■?ft7ft%f^t^^l<^'l^ HMlRchdl ^^%tl 
W^^t^^"^ ^TKcT^t ^ W^f^^^^T^t 



^ W ^ ^^T^ ^^TT^ tf^l 

t ^TKcT % "^{^m HHiR^I (Overseas citizen of India) % 

^ ^ % %T t ^ ^ eft ^Kdl^ HMlRch 
^ ^ fif^ % ^cft^ ij^ % tl W % f^^ft 

HHiRcb mcT^f^RT^^^m^^^^T^tl ^^^nf^-^ 

^ ^ f^^ft HHlRcb mdk <NHlfd ^ "Rt^T ^ ^ 
^^T^^ %, ^ ^ ^ ^H^cTT t, ^ ^ ^ 

^^^T^^tl 

^TlfiM HHlRch 3fr^ mcfk HHlRchl ^ 

3Tiw^ W t, ^^ft ^ ^^Mdl ^ t ^ 

3T^fWT I W tt 3Tft^ f^T^ t? ^ 
HMlRchdl^TPTT, 3ft^^%f^f^^FTtt^^5rPTT^r^lR| 

3T^ ^< ( c(4n (IBDPXIIA) 

r^i-c^^n %^#M^^^^^T^^c^c^4iKtt^t, ^^^^^ 
^ % ^ til^di mr 

3T^TWtt^^^^ W WR tt ^^HcTT t ^ 
^^t^^^T^^^T^tl -^^^TT^ 

^3ri^ % % ^ f^l % ^^^^ % 

^^l%^^rf^%Tr^^^^7^^^^^^ I 
wg'i^^j^^^i^T^^^^aTm^WI "ferft^tt^ 

%^T^^^^^TT^^^^f^^-^rf^tt Wl 

% TTcq^ <^^^< ^ 3TTfWR cRf^^^f^ 
^% %| ■|^^TTo^^#^^7nTT"qf^tt Wl 

^^|'|^'^^^^^^%^^.i3ft.^^dH^ 
^ TTO^ :^ -^nzTT ^5fT^ ^ # H ^ ^3TT| ^ 

3mttt^^^ wft% fdchH wi ^ ^ wr 

cT^ ^ % ^ ^ ^1 1^ ^ 

Wft^^f^l dchRch) ^f^PTT^^ 
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^ wi ^rf^ ^ ^^ft^ 

3TFt ^1 FT ^ ^ft^ % ^^cT W ^ ^^T^ 
tl ^5^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ft^ W ^ tl ^ 

^TT^ ^ ^5ft^ ^ TT^ ^^\^<^\ ^ t ^ 
%IRTT t f% gf^^ % ^ ^ F^ ^^^^ 

f^f^^Ttc^(XIAIBDP) 

• ^^^^^^ <s^c^HM: WT^^^^^^ <s^c^HM I 

• ^^^^"^ 

• 3fr?:^^^ 

31k^^r^l ^^%TT^%3Tf^3TTrTTT3ft^WrTtt^tl 

% ^ ^^l^^ft ^1 ^ ^^fK^ t, ^rrfer 
^ ^ % f^r^ ^^Ttf^ ^ 

^ ^ Wl Tl^Md % ^ 

tI^OhI 3ik^^r^l ^ ^1 ^ft^I^ t 

1^ "^Kli t "f^W^ % TT^ ^ ^ % 



• f^^ik ^ ^ ^Mdllt: qlcilJId 3TcK ^ ^ mRc|K % 
f^^ik 3TTrJTF^ ^ ^ ^ 1 1 

-E[T%IT I ^j^3ncT ^ ^ ^ t, ^ ^ 

f^^chi ^ 'mm' t, ^ f^^M ^ 3Tw^ ^ ^ 

^f^^^^^W^^^^'+^HdlfiT^I 
ch i R?ch 3TT^(IBDPXIIA) 

STT^^T^ rik ^ M Rolled 

^R^|U|| ^U^^^TTFft ^T^cT tt ^ I ^^Mcf)< 
^ eft tt^T # ^ ^ I 1^ 'dt ^ #^ ^ 
STT^^T^ cfr^ ^ ^ ^R^^ ^ # 

^ t I tt ^ ^ % ^ ^ ^ W 

STT^^ra cfr^ ^ ^ ^-"^^ % 
f¥^^ ^ tt^ ^ ^ t I FTl^ ^ ^ ^ 

t ^ ^ ^^MT ^^ft^ McTT t, 

% mRuIH ^^T^ t I ^TKcT ^ 

^."^t. % ^ T^q^ -?^^^ % ST^OT^ Tt^ eFTFTt 
^ t I ^ft^ % ^cT ^^TWR % ^^Rt# ^ 71^ 
■fe^, "^f^ fdchdl ^f|^ %T # mRuih 

W I % MR'Jim^cj^M ^ ^TFTT W 1^ 
TT^^ ^ xfT^ ^mcTT ^ ch^?ri< t 
■prfcKt^ ^mcTT ^ ^sracft t I "f^T^ ^ ^ 
^^Mch ^ % f^T^ ^n^ t I ^ % 
^iRchKch mRuihI % 3TFT ^HcTT 3T^MPT t, ^ 
<^d<d|ch f^^lR^l % ikm< ^ ^ t I ^TKcT ^^TWR 

3TFT #rft ^ ^fPft ^fPft ^^^TWT % % 
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^-f^ ■^iW ^ TIKI "PrfcT ^^dHl^chdl ^ 
cT^-jft^TKcftaBDPXIIA) 

^f^d^l 1^ ^ ^ ^^TW "^HTT^ f I 

^ ^ 3Tm WT t I W fkw^ 3T5^^ dfcfl<l 
% dNlRH^I ^ ^^^fcT^ ^^ft 3fr^f|w % 

^ % fcTXT W^"^ ^^\'^ 

%^HFT^^Hm1 ^FTcT^^T^f 
% WT-ftcTT % ^ ^ ^ ^ t 3ft^ 1^^-^ 

^ ^ 3Tcft 7IFT(IBDPXIA) 

fTpTcft5fw%^^R^^^<^^d 3ft^^^^lfdcj|c{) cT^irt^^ 

^Kdl^^TTfcT^^^^^^p^^f^^f^^TT^ 
• (^rflcT, W^, 



'>)<9bMjl ^^rfw ^ W ^, eft ^ %cTT3Tt ^ 

% 3TTm^ ^ 3TW^ ^ ^^nw ti 

Wnf^ ST^^"^ ^mf^ ^ % "Prfcr^ftcT t "^f^ 

3TW^ %TT % ^ ^ FTl^ 3TTrft fl ^cT % 

STW^Iwri^-^^'cfjfHd 3Tt^%^#^fJT^tf% 
^ ^000 ^ 3TW^^f^% M^1<J)d %| 

^ ^ ^ -^Rft ^ ^ t, MfdRd "cfl^ 

^ ^ 3TFT "^FTT^ ^^TTcft 1 1 

wu^ % ^ ^ % ^ ^^T^ ^iiORch w # 

WT tl ST^^"^ tt^ % SMcf ^^rrfcT ^ 

^■^^TPT ^ ^ "Rt^T ^ Wtt tl "^rat % fWTO ^ 
^4c|^K F ^FTf ^ ^^TTcTT tl % ^ ^ 

% WTT ^1 chdlcich% yd<^^ll 

Z[^^3rT^%^T^^f%^^:^TT^^tt^^^l 

^TKcT % % W "^m^ t, 31^^"^ % 

^^^T^ % % %T| 3rf¥wT, 

dHiRch 3Tiw^ % mm ^ ^^^^ ^fr?: 

3T^qf%cf ^d^^dlfd 3Tr^Tr^ f^^m 3Tf¥wT ?^<^^ % ^ 
^chKk^ch ^f^^ fk^m^ t "f^rf^ "^^RT % ^ 

W^t I ^f^Tcft ^il-Mdl^ 3fr^ ft^K^n^ tl 
^Tlf^ ^Rt^ (XII B IBDP) 
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Sports Day Junior School 




On 29 November, a bright sunny morning, voices of 
excitement filled the air as the annual sports meet was 
about to commence. Enthusiastic parents, eager to see 
their children participating in various events added to the 
sporting spirit. This was just the beginning of an athletic 
week. 

The day began with the school song by students of Grade V 
and Grade VI followed bythe torch bearers lighting a flame 
which was observed as the beginning of a week of energy 
displays. Various performances by the students expressing 
the art of taekwondo, aerobics and dance followed. 
Assisted by their respective teachers, they pulled off a 
performance that left the spectators in awe. The tiny tots 
from the kindergarten released balloons ,adding color and 
enthusiasm to the program. 

Arranged by the Physical Education department, there 
were various races conducted for the students from Grade 
I to Grade VI, keeping in mind their age groups. Soon the 



sports ground was filled with students running their way 
to victory Each of them, focusing on the winning end, 
looking ahead to the track that led to their triumph! 
Adding more flavor to the Sports Week were the events 
lined up for the parents as well. The most enthusiastic and 
supportive of them all, set foot on the ground to much 
cheerand applause! 

The winners were applauded, honored and appreciated 
for their efforts. Thus ended an exhilarating, fun filled 
Sports Week! 

Sharon Sylvia Santhosh (Student Advisor) 
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Senior Sports 




Oakridge International School, Newton Campus, 
celebrated its 4th Senior School Sports Day on 
3December2011. 



This year. National Badminton champion and Arjuna 
Award recipient, Mr. Chetan Anand, was the Chief Guest of 
honor. Upon his arrival, the torch was lit and carried 
around the circular track by students who had made a 
name for themselves in swimming, chess and basketball 
at the district, state, and national level. This was followed 
by the oath taking ceremony, led by Joseph Jung, the 
Sports Captain. The students were addressed by Mr. Chetan 
Anand, the Chief Guest and Capt. Rohit Sen Bajaj, Principal 
OIS, both reminding the participants to give it their very 
best shot and to maintain the spirit of sportsmanship. The 
opening ceremony culminated with the march-past, led 
by the Head Boy, Azaan Ali, carrying the school flag, 
followed by the House Captains and Vice-Captains carrying 



Day 2011-2012 

their respective house flags and the participants of their 
houses. 

The ball was set rolling with the girls Category A 100m 
sprint followed by the boys Category A 100m. As events 
progressed from there on, the competition became 
intense, with each one vying for the gold. The top three 
winners in each race were presented with medals and 
certificates by the Chief Guest, the Principal and Vice- 
Principal. Providing intervals to these events, was a 
captivating display of yoga presented by the VII graders, 
and an aerobic display by the VIII grade girls, well 
choreographed bythe fitness instructor. 




As the individual events for the students came to a close, 
we saw a 100m sprint by our Sports teachers, with Ramu 
sir, the football coach, winning after an easy lead. The 
4xl00m relay for boys and girls in each category was 
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followed by an exciting relay by the teachers. The event 
ended with the Principal running home victoriously across 
thelastlOOmtothefinishline. 

The events concluded and Amartya Sen emerged 
victorious atthe Senior School Sports Day for the third year 
in a row, making wondrous hat-trick. Our heartiest 
congratulations to the House Staffand all the winners 

A big applause to all the participants for creating those 
magical moments on the field! Asalute to Chetan Anand sir! 

JanardhanP. (XI D) 
Sports Editor, Spark 
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Time to play some Basket Ball ! 




Oakridge International School Newton Campus conducted 
its fifth Treasure Fest Inter-School Basketball Tournament, 
the most awaited basketball event of the school, from the 
24-27 August 2011. The tournament was inaugurated by 
the Chief Guest Mr. Mohammed Rizwan, an established 
basketball player. 

Split into two categories - boys and girls - over 35 schools 
participated in this extensive tournament. During the 
course of the next four days, the intense and dedicated 
practice put in by teams was tested. 

The tournament was played in a knockout fashion, 
providing very little margin for error. Every game mattered 
as a team's progress depended upon their ability to play 
well as a team, so the level of pressure on the players to 
deliver and perform seemed to escalate with every stage. 
As the stages progressed, the level of difficulty intensified 
with only the betterteams moving on. 

All the teams played extremely well with the right 
sportsman spirit, however only the best teams progressed 



to the final in both the categories. The Oakridge Newton 
Campus teams, both boys and girls, have been known for 
bringing home the trophies over the past years, and their 
endeavors in this tournament also had some very 
promising resultsto begin with. 

However, to the school's disappointment, Oakridge was 
unable to capitalize on both the opportunities, falling 
short to Chirec Public School and Don Bosco in the boy's 
and girl's finals respectively. The boys team had an 
extremely rare off-day as they had a lackluster 
performance by their own high standards, losing to a lop- 
sided score to Chirec. 

The girls team on the other hand, werejust unlucky as they 
lost by a margin of a single point to the Don Bosco girls 
team, scored at the very last moment of the match. A 
shattering end to a promising tournament, but 
nevertheless, well played Oakridge! 

AtuI Lanka & Kruti Koppulu(XI IBDP) 
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7-A-Side - Soccer at its best !!! 




The 7-A-Side 2011 was the 4th Annual Inter-School 7-A- 
Side tournament hosted by our school from 
6 September 2011 till the 8th. The tournament began with 
a small opening ceremony hosted by our sports captain, 
Anushka Jain. The tournament was declared open with a 
quote: 'A team is judged not by the number of its victories, 
but by the spirit it displays in every game." This quote 
remained in the minds' of coaches and players alike as we 
sawabrilliantexhibitionofindividual skill interwoven into 
wonderful teamworkand sportsman spirit. 

Shortly after the opening ceremony, it was time for action! 
The inaugural match of the tournament was played 
between Oakridge International and NASR School. 
Oakridge, in blue and white, took to the pitch with a 
hunger for victory and satisfied this with a 4-0 win over 
NASR. At the end of the day, the Blue-and-White army 
locked horns with Sreenidhi International, in what can be 
described as one of the thriller matches of the 
tournament. Locked at 0-0 till the end of extra-time, 
wonderful plays by the team led to a quick breakthrough 
and KY Teijas scored to lead Oakridge to a narrow 1-0 win 
over. With this win, the team progressed to the quarter- 
finals. The team arrived on Day 2 to face the winner 
between Indus International and Hyderabad Public 
School. This match, which was the first match of the day. 




showed the brilliant show put on by Indus as they 
hammered their opponents to win 7 - 1. 

With this, the time for the quarter-final arrived and the 
Oakridgers went ahead and battled it out to earn the 
much-needed victory, and secure a spot in the semifinals 
on the next day, where they would face last year's runner- 
ups. Ivy League Academy 

The final day arrived with high hopes and expectations, 
Oakridge had won all of their games without conceding a 
single goal, congratulations to their goalkeeper Manish 
Vaddiraju and the Oakridge defenders Bharath Simha 
Reddy and Ravitej Reddy. The first game was the semifinal 
between OIS and Ivy League Academy. The much awaited 
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game began and almost immediately, Ivy League scored 
the first and only goal that Oakridge conceded in the entire 
tournament.Despite this early goal, Oakridge refused to 
give up and soon, they had equalized through a wonderful 
goal by our striker, KY Teijas. With the score tied at 1-1, the 
team took the game past extra-time and into a penalty 
shootout. Alas, it is here that the team failed and despite 
the wonderful efforts of Varun Jagannath and Oh Ezra, the 
Ivy League penalty specialists proved too good for our 
keeper and the team lost 2-1 on penalties. Shortly 
afterwards Bhavans Sainikpuri won a wonderfully played 
final to bring the tournament to a close. 

Living in the true spirit of teamwork and unity, the team 
might have lost one tournament, but in the long-run, it 
has only helped strengthen the bonds which will help 
them. With this, we wish Oakridge football and the coach, 
Ra m u Si r, t h e ve ry b est of I u c k. 

AkshatVasavada,(XIIIB) 



Results of Interhouse 
Matches for 2010-11 



Middle School 


Soccer: 


Winners 


Amartya Sen (Captain- Mridul) 


Runners up 


RabindranathTagore (Captain- Rajat Sethi) 


Throwball: 


Winners 


C.V. Raman (Captain-Jayasri) 


Runners up 


MotherTeresa (Captain- Sudhiksha Reddy) 


Basketball (Girls): 


Winners 


Amartya Sen (Captain- Mounica Alluri) 


Runners up 


MotherTeresa (Captain- AnaishaSinghvee) 


Basketball (Boys): 


Winners 


RabindranathTagore (Captain-VidhuAppalaraju) 


Runners up 


MotherTeresa (Captain- Akhil) 




Senior School 


Soccer: 


Winners 


Amartya Sen (Captain-Joseph) 


Runners up 


Rabindranath Tagore (Captain- Akhil Varma) 


Basketball (Girls): 


Winners 


MotherTeresa (Captain- Anisha Alia) 


Runners up 


Rabindranath Tagore (Captain-SuhaniAgarwal) 



The Aqua Girl - Amita Gondi 

Amita Gondi, a swimming champion has 
commendable achievements to her credit - national 
medal in swimming in 50m Butterfly stroke(Bronze) 
held at Indore, MP in June 2011, 2. South Zone medal in 
swimming-50m Butterfly stroke (Silver) held at 
Thiruvanthapuram, Kerala in Feb 2011,5 gold medals 
in state - individual championship. Has set 5 new state 
records in 50m Butterfly 50m & 100m Free Style, 50m 
Back Stroke and 200m Individual Medley, held at 
Gachibowli,APin June 2011 





Ki>C Eta Imn' iUrk£ ■ 
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Sporting Extravaganza @ Oakridge 




OIS Library Week 



Into the Realm of Books 



In a fast paced world, where creativity and innovation is 
defined through touch screens and buttons, the charm 
and enrichment provided by a room full of books has been 
lost to a culture of instantaneous information from blaring 
screens. The Library Week at OIS, did a stupendous job in 
instilling an awareness of the quickly diminishing culture 
ofreading. 

Several events, lectures and speeches by both students as 
well as honored professionals laced the program. 



vmlek 




The school assembled on Monday, November 14 to 
presentations regarding the event. Poorvaja of Grade IX, 
delivered a thought provoking speech about the evolution 
of libraries and their benefits. This was followed by a 
detailed book review on the renowned novel "Holes" 
written by Louis Sachar. 

Experienced professional R.K. Dhanvada, a guest lecturer 
highlighted the requirements and information of flexible 
and creative means towards the goal of attaining 
education. 

To emphasize on the importance of finding time to read. 





the school initiated DEAR day or Drop Everything And Read. 
For an hour, the students of the school were transported 
into a different world altogether. It was the world of 
characters and tales of a different realm. 

The third day of the week was enriched with a visit from 
Ms. Lakshmi Nayak, the former headmistress of Gitanjali 
School. She organized interactive sessions with the 
students on the great role oft reading and education in our 
lives. 

The library week concluded with a two day book 




exhibition and sale. A wide range of books were available 
for students to purchase in order to further enhance their 
exposure to the literary world. 

All in all, the library week brought to the surface, an aspect 
of the world we so often neglect in light of a more 
technology oriented way of life. I believe that this annual 
tradition in our school is a substantial endeavor taken by 
our faculty, as reading provides a sense of creativity, 
illustration and whim that one cannot attain elsewhere. 

ShivaniRao (XGIGCSE) 



Book Review 




M Msvr/ Ay J. 



BookJhe Catcher in the Rye 

Author:]. D.Salinger 

As a firm believer that the 
innocence of childhood is one of 
the most beautiful things in the 
world, "The Catcher in the Rye" is a 
story that touched me deeply. It is 
a novel that truly highlights the 
many issues that affect young 
adults today. The angst, the 
predicaments of belonging and 
connecting and the forever 
lingering alienation that the author describes is so 
genuinely moving and the depth of the characters so 
astounding, it is effortlessly one of the superior pieces one 
can read. 

The story begins in the midst of a winter in the early 1900's 
and is narrated by Holden Caulfield, the protagonist 
portrayed by a young student of a preparatory school in 
Pennsylvania. After several unpleasant incidents and a 
lingering estrangement with his surroundings, Caulfield is 
expelled from the school after which, he abruptly leaves 
for New York. Upon his decision to reside in a 
disintegrating hotel, Holden encounters several characters 
whose lives- so different from the guarded, pure one he 
was so accustomed to, greatly astonish him. 

The story follows Holden as he independently makes his 
way through a phase in his life largely characterized by 
drunken solitude and self loathing. To better himself, he 
visits his young sister and the only thing remaining close 
to his heart. It is here that Holden comes to a realization 
that he would like to dedicate his life to the securing and 
nurturing of a child's innocence, referring to himself as the 
savior of them "falling of the cliff" of purity. Following this 
epiphany, the book follows Holden's journey of 
interpretation through his life and his difficulties in 
regaining the childlike faith in people he once lost . 

I believe this novel is not only engrossing , but did an 
indescribably wonderful job in highlighting some most 
pivotal, yet controversial subjects. In a world where so 
much is expected from the young , and when they are 
battling against time to grow older so much faster, "The 
Catcher in the Rye" accents the complexities of holding on 
to the integrity and modesty of a child through situations 
of cynicism and corruption. 

Shivani Rao(XG) 



Book: Fahrenheit 451 

Author: Ray Bradbury 

'It was a pleasure to burn', Guy Montag, a fire man quotes. 
However, in this day and age, fire fighting has taken on a 
whole different meaning. Guy, along with a group of men, 
is in charge with the responsibility of burning books 
whereverfound. 

This book is set in a future dystopia, where a communist 
government believes that equality is paramount, and as 
books promote creativity, they are burned. If one is found 
to have books in their possession, their books and house 
are burned, along with the owners if they happen to resist. 
Here, when the fire engine, pulls up outside your door, it is 
met with trepidation not relief. Where water used to be 
the fluid of salvation, kerosene has become the liquid of 
suppression. Guy goes about his duties with the typical 
spirit that a fire fighter is suppose to have and never gave 
a second thought about lighting a match to save those 
literary wonders and their owner. That is, until a new 
neighbour moved in. 

Clarisse McLellan is 17 and as typical of her age group 
doesn't care howsociety requires hertothinkand behave. 
Guy and Clarisse meet, and engage in casual banter. He is 
initially confused and a little uneasy by Clarisse's questions 
and opinions; however he consigns her thinking to 
youthful ignorance. Clarisse 
asks, "Have you ever read any 
of the books you burn?" Of 
course he hasn't; reading 
books being illegal. Eventually, 
Clarisse's views causes Guy to 
begin questioning what he 
once thought were societal 
norms which cause immense 
uncertainty and stress. His 
boss begins interrogating him 
suspicious, due to the 
inquiries Guy makes about 
books, and his new found interest, and his wife becomes 
concerned that he's acting strange. Guy tries to hide his 
new unconventional feelings from everybody but he is 
also hiding something else: a book. When Guy's 
indiscretion is finally uncovered, his own fire fighting unit 
must pay him a visit which could cost Guy everything, 
including his life. 

KshemaChirra (XG) 
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Steve Jobs 



An Icon to Reckon with... 



There ore innovators, ond then there ore people who 
chonged everything, time ond time ogoin. 

Steve Jobs was one of those people. He changed the world 
we live in, in almost every possible way. Although we don't 
realize it often enough, he was the man behind the 
computer sitting on our desks, and he was the man who 
made computing colorful and enjoyable. Steve Jobs, and 
the people he worked with, changed the way we dealt 
with information, and the way we created it. He created 
the world's first computer mouse, and broke computers 
away from the shackles of command-line systems and 
keyboards. 

Steven Jobs, born on 24 February 1955, went to Reed 
College from 1972, but soon dropped out, and along with 
Steve Wozniak and Michael Markkula, founded Apple 
Computer in 1974, in a garage in California. Together, they 
created the Apple II Computer, which was the first 
computer that was affordable to the average consumer, 
and one of the firstto use a graphical user interface. 

The Apple II started a revolution. After its resounding 
success, the computer technology world changed the way 
it looked at every new innovation, and used the 
technologies pioneered by Apple Computer as a 
benchmark for everything else that entered it. Although 
Steve Jobs was not the only person to work on the Apple II, 
he was responsible for most of its design aspects, and his 
passion for simplistic, elegant design continued long after 
the Apple II became history. 

Changing the computing world was just one of the many 
groundbreaking achievements of Steve Jobs. He changed 
the way we took music and media around with us, and 
changed the way we purchased and obtained new media 
to entertain ourselves with. Although the Apply iPod was 
not the first portable media device available on the 
market, it's astounding support structure and user 
interface changed the way we look at music. He personally 
spearheaded the development of the iTunes online music 
store, and pioneered the concept of only purchasing select 
songs from a collection. Though we may take 
downloading for granted today, just under ten years ago, 
downloading any media was unheard of. 

His legacy is not just restricted to computers. Steve Jobs 
also created Pixar, which was another pioneer in the 
animated movie industry. Through Pixar, cinematography 
started using computer technology as an entirely new 



medium, and the resounding success of Pixar's creations is 
testament to this. In fact, Steve Jobs was one of the 
producers for the award-winning animated movie Toy 
Story. Even though the movie was something I grew up on, 
I had no idea that it had anything to do with Apple 
Computer! 

Steve Jobs was more than just an innovator. He was a 
visionary, and he literally showed us what the future was 
even before we knew what it was ourselves. He led 
innovation in technology for over thirty years, and every 
time he introduced a new technology, the entire world 
followed. He helped create an entire new generation of 
technologyforusall. 

His legacy lives on today, not just in the computing world, 
but in the hearts of everyone who has ever used any 
portable music player, or has bought one single song 
online. So, don'tjust think of what he did when you turn on 
your iPod, or your new iPhone. Every time you watch a 
movie, use a computer, or even used a multitouch screen, 
remember Steve Jobs, because he is the man who helped 
bring them to you. 

NitishKulkami (IBDPXII) 
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